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CLARK, Mayor. 


A Common-Council holden in the 
Chamber of the Guzldhall of the City 
of London, on Thur/day the 28th Day 

of November 1784. 


HE Committee bend the 1ſt. 
Day of July laſt, to inquire into 
the Aﬀertions reſpecting the Affairs of 
this Corporation, &c. did this Day de- 
liver into this Court a Report in Writing 
under their Hands, relating to the Ac- 
cuſations of Mr. Dornford, in his Letters 
ſigned FipEL10, which was read. 


And a Motion being made and Queſ- 
tion propoſed, chat the ſaid Report, to- 
gether with the Defences of the ſeveral 
Officers thereto annexed be printed, un- 
der the Direction of the Committee, and 


that a 9 thereof be ſent to each of the 
Members 


LE 
Members of this Court; and an Amend- 


ment being moved, that the Words 


* together with the Papers preſented io 


* the Committee by Mr. Joſiah Dorn- 


ford,” be added to the ſaid Motion; 
upon the Queſtion being put, the Lord: 
Mayor declared the fame to be carried 
in the Negative; and a Diviſion being 
demanded and granted, there appeared 
One Alderman and Fifty-Nine Com- 
-moners, beſides the Two Tellers, for the 
Affirmative ; and Seventeen Aldermen 
and Ninety-One Commoners, beſides the 


Two Tellers, for the Negative; where- 
upon it was reſolved in the Negative: 
Then the Queſtion being put, that the 
ſaid Report, together with the Defences 


of the ſeveral Officers thereto annexed, 


be printed under the Direction of the 


Committee; and that a Copy thereof be 
ſent to each of the Members of this 
Court, the fame was unanimoufl 


accordingly. ho a 


| re- 
ſolved in the Affirmative, and ordered 


[| 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD-MAYOR, + 
ALDERMEN, and COMMONS, 


io F ff 
'Tuz CITY or LONDON, 


In COMMON-COUNCIL aſſembled. 


W E your Committee appointed to inquire 
into the Aſſertions reſpecting the Affairs 
of this Corporation, and to report our Opinion 
thereon, and for other Purpoſes: do humbly 
certify, that having in our former Report refuted - 
the Declarations made by Mr. Tomlins, at the 
Meeting of the Livery in Common-Hall at 
Midſummer laſt (and no material Objetction 
having been made to our Report, we conſider 
| | thoſe _ 
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thoſe Declarations as admitted to be falſe and 
relinquiſhed) we proceeded, according to the 


Deſign mentioned in the ſaid Report, to exa- 


mine the Accuſations made by Mr. Jofiak 
Dornford, in certain Letters under the Signature 
of Fidelio, and in other Publications againſt the 
Court of Aldermen, and ſeveral of the Com- 


mittees of this Court for acting in violation of: 


their Truſts, and againſt ſeveral of the City- 


Officers for Mal-Practice in their reſpective 
Departments; and having, in conſequence of 


our Notice to the Officers therein mentioned, 
received (from Mr. Chamberlain (a), Mr. Town- 


Clerk (HY, Mr. Solicitor (c), Mr. Buſhman, Aſſiſt- 
ant-Comptroller (d), Mr. Dance, Clerk of the 
City's Works (e), Mr. Mine, Architect to 
Black-Friars-Bridge (/), Mr. Slade, Clerk to 
the Committee for building the ſaid Bridge (g), 
the Rev. Mr. Villette, Ordinary (), Mr. Olney, 
I. 
Surgeon (i), and Mr. Akerman, Keeper of 


' Newgate (4), Mr. Kirby, Keeper of Wood- 


Street-Compter (I), and Mr. Weſt, Keeper of 


the Poultry-Compter (m),) their ſeveral Anſwers 


1e See Appendix, No. I. {b) No. IT. () No. II. 
(4) No. IV. (e) No. V. (/) No. VI. (g) No. VII. 
(6) No. VIII. (/ No. IX. (4) No. X. (I) No. XI. 
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to the Charges againſt them reſpettively, we 


have hereunto annexed the ſame for the Infor- 
mation and Judgment of this honourable Court, 


But Mr. Dornford haying advanced ſeveral 
Aſſertions reſpecting the Bulineſs of the Comp- 
troller's-Office, and the Conduct of the Comp- 
troller of the Chamber of this City, whoſe 
great Age and Infirmities prevented our calling 
on him for his Defence, we therefore found it 
neceſſary to inveſtigate minutely all the Pro- 
ceedings relating to that Officer, and find that 
he was admitted on the 17th of June 1740, to 
have, hold, exerciſe, and enjoy the ſaid Place f 
or Office, with all Fees, Profits, and Commo- 
dities thereunto due, and of Right belonging 
(by Purchaſe) for the Sum of Three Thouſand 
Six Hundred Pounds, and that Part of the an- 
cient Emoluments of the Office aroſe from 
Bills for all Buſineſs done for this City, which 
Practice continued ſeveral Years; that on the 
26th of July 1749, an Order was made by 
this Court for allowing the Comptroller Five 
Hundred Pounds per Annum, for himſelf and 
Clerks, in Lieu of Gratuities and ali Bills 
charged to the Committee of City-Lands, ex- 
cept ſuch Sums as h uld neceſſarily lay out 
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Allowance to commence at Chriſtmas follow- 
ing; and in conſequence of that Order he 
received the ſaid yearly Sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds, and figned Receipts for the ſame, in 
Lieu of Gratuities, Bills, &c. as by the ſaid 
Order was intended : Notwithſtanding which be 
hath ever ſince continued to make Bills, as well 
for Diſburſements as alſo for Conveyances of 
Eftates, purchaſed by this City for Improve- 


: by him as extra Buſineſs ; the amount of which 
Bills, immediately after paſſing the ſaid Order, 
was very ſmall, but afterwards increaſed : that 


Court to examine Mr. Comptroller's Bills, and 
to report if any and what improper Charges 
were contained therein, contrary to the aforeſaid 
Order, which Committee made their Report 


a Copy thereof ſent to every Member of the 
Court, the ſame was reſolved in the Negative, 
and nothing further was done :—That on the 
11th of December 1782, this Court took into 
Conſideration the Report of a Committee ap- 


bee ef 4. i O h 
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ments, &c. and for other Articles, conſidered 


in 2776 a Committee was appointed by this 


the 25th of March 1777; but upon a Motion 
being made that the ſaid Report be printed, and 


pointed to inquire into the Income and Expens 
| diture 


— 


( 
b 
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diturè of this City, in which Report that Com- 


mittee delivered their Opinion, that the Order 
reſpekling the Comptroller's Five Hundred 
Pounds a Year in Lieu of all Bills, Gratuities, 


_ Clerks, &c. ſhould be ftrialy complied with, 


and that no more Bills, except for a&ual Diſ- 
burſements, ſhould be paid on any Account 
whatever; when upon the Queſtion being put 


| for this Court to agree with the Committee, the 


ſame was reſolved in the Negative; ſo that the 
Comptroller's Bills have continued to be paid 
by Order of the Committee of City-Lands, in 
the uſual Manner, until Michaelmas 1784, ſince 
which no Bills have been. delivered : The 
Amount of the Bills, including Diſburſements, 
Charges for Conveyancing, and all other Arti- 
cles therein contained from Chriſtmas 1749 to 
Michaelmas 1781, do not exceed, on an Ave- 
rage, Two Hundred Pounds per Annum, or 
thereabouts, although a great Number of the 


Articles therein charged have been totally un- 


connected with the uſual Buſineſs. of that Office, 
and 'on account of new and additional Matter, 


as will appear by a State (n) of the annual Buſineſs 
of. the Comptroller's Office, for which no Bills 


0 See Appendix, Ne. XII. 
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are charged, and a State of the Increaſe of 


Buſineſs before the Committee of City-Lands, 


ſince the year 1749 (0), both which are hereunto 


annexed. 
k 


With reſpeft to the Inſinuation, that the 
Comptroller charges Fifteen Pounds each for 
common Leaſes made in his Office, the Fatt 
appears to be, that the whole Charge for a 
Leaſe from the Corporation, including the late 
additional Stamps, amount to Twelve Pounds 


Eight Shillings, of which the Comptroller's Fee 
is Four Pounds, Seven Shillings, and Sixpence; 


which, as your Committee have been informed, 


is leſs than the uſual Charge of Attorneys and 
Conveyancers for Leaſes of equal Length; the 
remaining Sum of Eight Pounds and Sixpence , 


being the Fees of other Officers, many of whom 
are entitled thereto by Purchaſe, as appears by 


a Bill for a Leaſe („) from the 250 hereunto alſo 


annexed. 


The Propofiion of Fidelio, . That the Cham 


* herlain ſhould not pay any Sums of Money 
* without the Order of this Court (which he 


(% See Appendix, No. XIV. {p) No. XV. 
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„ ſays 
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% ſays would ſtop the great Leak in the Revenue 
« of the City)“ is abſurd and impratticable, 
and the Aſſertion introduced to ſupport. it is 
not true, Upon a careful Examination of the 
Matter, it appears to us, that the City's Buſineſs 
cannot be better conducted than by the ſeveral 
Committees appointed for the different Purpoſes. 
We are happy to be able to prove that there is 


no Leak in the Revenue of this City. We have 


not ſound a ſingle Payment by Order of any 
Committee exceeding their Powers delegated by 
the Court, or not warranted by Neceſſuy or 
Prudence; and we are of Opinion, that if any 
Alteration ſhould take Place, fo as to prevent 
the Payment of Money without the immediate 
Direttion of the Court at large, the public 


Buſineſs of the Corporation muſt be neceſſarily 


obſtructed, great Injury would be done to Per- 


ſons having juſt Claims on the City, and Courts - 


of Common-Council would become more fre- 
quent, and exceedingly inconvenient to the 
Members, 


The Expences of the Committee of City 
Lands are exaggerated by Fidelio, who declares 
in his Pamphlet, that he knows not why. they 
are incurred; aalen Mr. Dornford (among 

| others) 


8 REPORT, &c. 


others) figned a Report to this Court, which was 
read the 20th of June 1782, wherein they ſlated, 
* THAT WELL CONSIDERING THE Loss OF 


| | of 
c TIME WHICH A BusiNEssS oF such M aG- 


*© NITUDE REQUIRED, TOGETHER WITH THE 
% ATTENTION WHICH HAD BEEN PAID TO 
© PROMOTE THE INTEREST OF THIS CiTy, 
e THEY WERE Or Ortnion THAT THE SUM 
EXPENDED WAS BY NO MEANS DISPROPOR< 
% TIONED TO THIS CiTY's Revenus.” 


We find that an Aſſiſtant-Comptroller was 


appointed by the unanimous Reſolution of the 
Court of Common-Council, upon a Report 
from the Committee of City Lands, on the 24th 
of July 1777, on Account of the great Age and 
Infirmities of the Comptroller, and the Increaſe 
of Buſineſs in that Department, which in the 
Opinion of this Committee, was a prudent and 
neceſſary Meaſure, and has been fully juſtified 
by its Effects. We are likewiſe of Opinion, 


that the Appointment of a Superintendant of 


the public Markets, by the Committee of City 
Lands, on the 28th of October 1778, as re- 
gulated by Seventeen Reſolutions of that Com- 
mittee, was a judicious Execution of the Truſt 
repoſed in them by this Court, for managing 
* che 
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the Affairs of the Markets; and that the Ex- 
pence incurred by that Appointment is much 
leſs than the Charges heretofore paid for ſimilar 
Buſineſs, although the Revenues have been 
conſiderably increaſed; and we are alſo of 


Opinion, that the Employment of a Broker as 


an AuQioneer, became abſolutely neceſſary, in 
Conſequence of an Act of Parliament of the 
Seventcenth Year of his preſent Majeſty, for 
granting certain Duties on Licencesto be taken 
out by all Perſons acting as AuRtioneers and 
for other Purpoſes; and that the Committee of 
City Lands. have ſhewn great Wiſdom and 


CEconomy, in direQing their Clerk to qualify . 
himſelf to act as a Broker, and in allowing him 
a Salary of Fifty Pounds per Annum for ſuch 


Service; having thereby ſaved the much larger 
Expence of Commiſſion, which muſt otherwiſe 
have been incurred by their numerous and 
valuable Lettings, &c. by public Auction. 
Your Committee having compared the Anſwers 


of the ſeveral Officers, with the Aſſertions of _ 
Mr. Dornford, and having inſpeQed the City's 
Books on many of the Subjefs, for their own 
Satisfaction, without being able to diſcover 
any Foundation for the many illiberal Accuſa- 
tions againſt them; and having conſidered the 
Danger, 
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Danger, as well as the Wickedneſs of dealing out 
to the Public at Random, in a rude and confuſed 
Manner, unfounded Charges and unmerited 
Infinuations againſt Perſons in public Characters, 
to whom the Injury may be greater than to 
private Individuals; and who, though amenable 
to this Court for Miſconduct, are entitled to 
its Protection, while they diſcharge their Duty 
in a becoming Manner; are of Opinion, that 
ſuch their Defences, containing ſpecific Anſwers 
to the moſt material Charges againſt them, will 
be ſufficient to convince the World that ſuch 
Charges are not founded in Truth, 


We were called from theſe RefleQions to 
others of greater -public Concern, by the 
Aſſertions of Mr. Dornford, © That the Courts 
* of Aldermen and Common-Council were under 
* the Government ofa Junto ; that a few artful 
and deſigning Men in your Committees de- 
* ceive the Reſt of the Court; that many Things 
*« are connived at which are ſuppoſed to be 
done by this Court, when Nine Parts out of 
Ten are totally ignorant of the Matter; and 
* that ſome of the City Officers uſed every 
Effort, to prevent the Report of the Commit- 
* tee appointed to inguize into the Revenue 

| | FA * & and 
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« and Expenditure of this City being made to . 
d « the Court ;” the Odium of which is greatly 
d heightened by holding out to the Public, that 
$, 
0 


the Majorities in your Courts are obtained by 
baſe and corrupt Meaſures, and particularly 
le that an Aſſiſtant-Comptroller was purpoſely 


tO appointed to ſwell the Expences of this City, 
ty without admitting the leaſt Degree of Utility in 
at ſuch an Appointment ; we therefore diredted 
rs the Town-Clerk to write to Mr. Dornford, to 
ili requeſt his Attendance, and to be prepared to 


anſwer the following Queſtions, viz. 


% 


Queltion 1, Who were the governing Junto? 


Queſtion 2, Who. were the few artful de- 


ſigning Men in the Committees, that deceive 
the Reft of the Court? | 


} 

Queſtion 3, Who were the City Officers who 

uſed every Effort to prevent the ſaid Report 

being made to the Common-Council, and what 

Proof was there of a Party being formed to 
prevent any good Effets from it? 


Which Queries were delivered to Mr. 
Dern/ord on the 17th of September laſt, and on 
4 * x the 
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the 1 4th of October following he attended, when 
your Committee being deſirous of obtaining every 
Information from him that could tend to bring 
thoſe Charges (if true) to light, propoſed the 
following Queſtions in Addition to the former, 
VIZ, 


0 Queſtion 4, Have you any Proof of Corrup- 
tion being pradtiſed in the Court of Common- 
Council ? 


a Queſtion 5, Why do you aſſert that a Deputy- 
Comptroller was invented to {weil the Expences 
of this City? | 


But Mr. Dornford, to our Aſtoniſhment de- 

_ lined giving an Anſwer to any of the Queſtions, 

y ſaying he ſuppoſed the Committee had more 

. - Candour than to wiſh him to ſay any Thing 

thereto, that might tend to enſnare himſelf, or 
ſubject him to a Proſecution. 


We were not ſurpriſed that Mr. Dornford 
ſhould be afraid of Proſecutions ; but we thought 
it no Mark of his Integrity, to be fo forward to 
expreſs his Fears, when called upon to ſupport 

| | his 


en 
ry 


the 
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his Accuſations, who had ſhe n ſo little Regard 


to Candour or Truth 1 in the u or them. 


We are fully mv that his Aﬀſertions 
are incapable of Proof; it is our Pride and 
higheſt Satisfaction that we are able to deny with 
Juſtice, that the Members of the Corporation 
are under the Influence of Corruption; the In- 
dependence of this Court has been at all Times 
allowed; a corrupting Power has never yet 


_ exiſted, and we truſt it never will; the Aſſertion 


of the Influence of a Junto, we think as equally 
unjuſt now, as improbable in future ; the Court 
is too numerous to tranſa the City's Buſineſs in 
a Body, and therefore it is delegated to Com- 
mittees, and the Perſons who are moſt attive 
on thoſe Committees, will always have an In- 
fluence in the Court in Proportion to their 


Attention to the Buſineſs, and faithful Diſcharge _ | 


of their Truſt. This is natural and proper, 
but the Buſineſs is ſo much divided, and the 
Court and Committees ſo fluctuating, that a 
Combination of leading Perſons to inſure Suc- 
cels to any Meaſure is almoſt impoſſible to be 


formed, and if formed, muſt be of very ſhort 


Duration. We cannot help remarking how 


improperly theſe Charges are made by a Mem- 
| 8 ber 
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ber of the Court, who we have obſerved on 
many Occaſions, obſtinately and rudely attempt- 
ing to dictate, and lead in a Manner improper 
and inſulting, when certainly not warranted 
by his Abilities, or Luna of this City's 
Affairs. 


- Upon the Whole we are of Opinion, that it 
becomes the Honour of this Court to expreſs 
its Difapprobation of a Publication, fo full of 
Falſehood and Malignity, and to declare its 
Satisfaction with the Conduct of the Perfons 
accuſed by Mr. Dornford; leaving them to 
purſue fach Meaſures as they ſhall think proper 
for their aſe Juſtification. | 


- Your um having devoted more Time 
and Attention to theſe Accuſations than they 
now appear to have deſerved, we proceeded to 
the moſt material Object of our Appointment, 
the Inquiry whether any and what Regulations 
are proper to be made in the Manner of keep- 
ing the City's Accounts; and having frequently 
and deliberately conſidered thoſe Accounts, and 
examined the proper Officers reſpecting the 
ſame, we are of Opinion that in future the 


mac ſhould ſubſcribe and fwear to his t 
Account 
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Account (as he Himſelf has propoſed) every Yea, 
previous to the auditing thereof ; and as the 
City's Account conſiſts of two Parts, the Charge 
in the Rentals prepared by the Comptroller, and 
the Diſcharge by the Receipts and Payments af 
the Chamberlain, which werg heretafore made 
up from Michaelmas to Michaelmas, until the 
Court of Common-Council. on the 10th of 
December 1759, directed the Chamberlain's 
Accounts to be ſtated thenceſgrward from the 
2ſt of January to the 3 1ſt of December yearly.; 
ſince which Time the Rentals having continued 
in the uſual Form, there has always been a 
Difference of a Quarter of à Year between the 
two Parts of the Account; and as the Rentals 
are formed under the ancient Heads and Divi- 
ſions of Eſtates, which by Length of Time and 
other Circumſtances are become not ſufficiently 
diſtinct and intelligible, we are further of Opi- 
nion (the Rentals for the preſent Year being in Part 
prepared) that in the Account forthe Year 1785, 
the Rents ſhould be charged for qne Year and 
a Quarter, ending at Chriſtmas, ſo as to make 
every ſucceeding. Account uniform, and ſhew 
the Arrears of Rent in the Hands of the Tenants, 
at the ſame Time with the Balance. of Caſh in 


the Hands of the Chamberlain; and that all 
| the 


1784. 
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the Articles in the petty Rental (except the 
Pepper-Corn and obſolete Rents) ſhould be 
conſolidated with the general Rental, and the 
petty Rental continued for Pepper-Corn and 
obſolete Rents only ; and that the Names of the 
Tenants within the City and Liberties ſhould 
be entered in Diviſions according to the ſeveral 
Wards, in alphabetical Order, and thoſe out of 
the City in parochial Diviſions, and that the 
reſpective Rents in each Diviſion ſhould be 
charged .in numerical Order, according to the 
City's Marks on the Premiſes; ſo that the 
Tenants may follow in the Rental exactly as 


the Eſtates which they hold adjoin to each other. 


All which we ſubmit to the Judgment of this 
honourable Court, this 2gd day of November 


＋ 


THoMAs SAINSBURY, 
WILLIAM PickETT, 
RowLAND ATK1NSON, 
Rog ERT BuLLcock, 
Francis HILrox, 
SAMUEL TowNLEY, 
 EpwarD DowLinG, 
Tous IsRERwOop, 
TromMas WITHERBT, 


CHARLES 
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CARLES HAMERTON, 
WILLIAM PowELL, 
SamuEL TouLMIN, 
James TriMBEr, 
SAMUEL Bircn, 
SAMUEL BROWN, 
BENJAMIN BunN, 
CrarLes ALDRIDGE, 
SOLOMON Wapp, 

Joun Merry, | 
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No. 1. 
Mx. CHAMBERLAIN's ANSWER, 


The Committee appointed to inquire 1n- 
to the Aſſertions lately circulated re- 
ſpecting the Affairs of this Corporation, 
and to report their Opinion thereon 
to the Court of Common- Council, 
together with their Opinion, whether 
any and what Regulations may be 
proper and neceſſary for the better 
Management of the Eſtates and Reve- 
nues of the City and Bridge-Houſe, or 
for keeping the Accounts thereof. 


Princes-Court, Sept, 9, 1784. 


GENTLEMEN, 
J Heartily beg Pardon that I have not ſooner 
ſubmitted to you in Writing, according to 


your Directions, my Defence againſt the Charges 
3 broug li 


| 


Memorial, which he delivered into this Com- 
mittee, in the Letters in the Morning Chronicle, 
ſigned not only with his Name, but, as he ſays, 
with his own proper Name, and in a Pampilet, 
ſubſcribed Fidelio, which he avows at Length in 
his own proper Name, and has diſtributed to the 
Members of the Courts of Aldermen and Com- 
mon-Council. This Proceeding, although cold 


re- {Wacknowledge to be no leſs generous than Juſt, 

ion, Nbecauſe every other Man is now ſaved from 
econ che injurious and cruel, Suſpicion of fuch a 
1cil, Writing; a Suſpicion, which few would forgive, 
ther Hand might indeed have been fatal to any other 
be n | 


Heaven has bleſſed me with ſome ſenſible, libe- 
ral, and amiable Friends, I could not think of 
palling the Vacation with that particular Com- 
on-Council-Man of Billingſgate-Ward, who 
ſo bravely defies the Opinion of all good and 


he alias of Fidelio. The Rage of the Dag -Star 
and 


Mr. CnAuZZATAI's Anſwer. 19 


brought againſt me by Ar. Joſiah Dornſord, in the 


I had not the Honour of 9 your | 
Commands till after the Commencement of die 
Auguſt Receſs, and I frankly own, that as 


viſe Men, as to admit to his own proper Name, 


Prudence might have remonſtrated againſt ic, I 1 


', 


| 

| 
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and of Joſiah Dornford in ConjunQtion I dread- 
ed. I have ſtood the pelling of many a pitilſ 
Storm, but to ſuch an accumulated Maſs: of 
malignant Influence I muſt have fallen a Sacti- 
fice. 80 U 
. 5 7 2 ay 

Having by this cautious Conduct eſcaped the 
moſt alarming Dangers, I now return to the dull, 
vulgar Cares and-Concerns of Life, and to Mr. 
Fofiah Dornford. I did not expect to be over- 
looked by his curious, all-prying Eye, and 1 
have the Diſtinction of being very particularly 
noticed in the railing Accuſation, which his meek 
Nature has permitted him to bring indifcrimi- 
nately againſt almoſt every Officer in the Cor- 
poration. It is certainly not Vanity in me, 
when I ſay, that I ſtand forth the capital Figure 
in the whole Group. He only, attempts to 
ſcratch others, but his relentleſs fell Fangs would 
tear to Pieces the poor Chamberlain. 


In the Memorial, the iniguitous Charges of the 
Chamberlain are mentioned, and the Letter in the 
Morning-Chronicle of Auguſt 2, dwells on the ſeve- 
ral iniquitous Charges in the Chamberlain's Account, 
but in the Pamphlet, Page8, I amacculed of Impieh 
and Injuſtice. Theſe are indeed heavy Charges, 
but 
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but let me -examine the Particulars and the. 
Proofs. We cannot be too much on our Guard, 
againſt the frightful Phantoms of a diſordered 
Imagination, againſt the wild Offspring'of Folly - 
and Bigotry, againſt ſo much Zeal accompanied 
with ſo little Knowledge, or even Truth; as when 
ſpeaking of the Gaol of Newgate, he ſays in the 
Pamphlet, Page 19g. What Cauſe: can be aſ- 
e ſigned for making new Foundations to a Build- 
« ing almoſt new?” This at leaſt is a Charge 
without Foundation, for the Fatt is abſolutely _ 
no new. Foundations have been made: G 


The Memorial Sine * There are Charges in 


* the Chamberlain's Account, which appear 
me, to be manifeſtly unjuſt. The Navigation Com- 
igure mitte had from the Chamberlain Four Thou- 
ts to © ſand Pounds to complete ſome Works on the 
vould WM © River, and he charged them Two Hundred 

* Pounds per Annum Intereſt, for lending that 

* Sum of your own Money, when he had many 
f the © Thouſand Pounds in his Hands.” The City of 
in the London obtained an AZ for enabling the Mayor, 
> ſewe- Aldermen, and Commons, of the City , Londdn, 
count, 10 purchaſe the preſent Tolls and Duties payable for 


navigating upon the River Thames, Weſtward 
arges, of London-Brigge, within (he Liberties of the 
but D Cu 
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City of London, and for laying a ſmall Toll in 


Lieu thereof, for the Purpoſe of more effetiuall 
completing the ſaid Navigation. The AR granted 


to them certain Tolls upon all Craft navi- 
gating on the River Thames within the ſaid Li- 


| berties, and empowered the City to borrow on 


the Credit of the ſaid Tolls Fifteen Thouſand 
Pounds to carry on the intended Improvements. 
The Navigation Committee having made a confider- 
able Progreſs in the Work, found that the Sum of 
Fifteen Thouſand Pounds was not ſufficient to 
complete the neceſſary Improvements, and it was 
Judged proper to continue a Work of ſo great 
public Utility. The Committee therefore, on the 
26th of July 1781, applied to the Court of 
Common-Council for their Aſſiſtance, and were 
then empowered to draw on the Chamberlain fot 
any Sum not exceeding Four Thouſand Pounds, 
and to allow him Intereſt thereon, which was in 
Effect the ſame to the Navigation Fund, as if the 
Money had been borrowed of any other Perſon. 
The Navigation Fund was accommodated at the 
uſual Intereſt, in a critical Period, when the Go- 
vernment were paying a much greater Intereſt 
for Money. Is this an iniguitous Charge in the 
Chamberlain's Account? Is not the Charge 


made in Purſuance of the Order of the Court 
| of 


Mr. CnanBzriain's Anſwer, 2g 


of Common - Council? Is it then manifeſtly unjuſt? 
The Chamberlain has never charged Intereſt for 
more than the Four Thouſand Pounds, and yet, on 
particular and urgent Occafions, has not ſcrupled 
for the public Service to advancebeyondthat Sum. 
The Reſolution of the Court of Common-Coun« 
cil is in the following Words A Commons 
Council holden in the Chamber of the Guild- 

© hall of the City of London, on 3 the 

* 26th Oy of July 1781. „ 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, 
that Mr. Chamberlain be permitted to advance 
to the Committee of Thames and Canal Navigation 
* any Sum not exceeding Four Thouſand Pounds, 
% and be allowed out of the Fund Five Pounds 
* per Cent. per Annum from the Time of ſuch 
Advance until it is _—_ the ſlams Was 
* reſolved in the Affirmative.” N ang 


The Memorialiſt likewiſe objeAs, That the 
Chamberlain charges in his Account Two 
Hundred and Twenty Pounds per Annum for 
keeping the Lamp Account, and managing the 
© Smithfield Tolls, when it is well known that he 
does neither,” Are not theſe iniguitous Charges? 


The 
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The Court of Aldermen, on the 14th of May 
1728, ordered, that FiveYears and a Half's Altow: 
ance of One Hundred Pounds per Annum, ſhould 
be paid to the Executrix of Sir George Ludlam, for 
managing and collecting Smithfield Tolls; late in 
Leaſe to Stephen Sedgewick ; and the Committee for 

ing the City Lands, on the 15th of December 
2731; ordered Three Hundred Pounds, for Three 
Years Allowance, to be paid to Samuel Robinſon, Elq. 
Chamberlain, as the uſual Allowance for managing 
and collecting Smithfield Tolls. This yearly Sumof 
One Hundred Pounds has been conſtantly allow- 


ed to all the Chamberlains from that Period to the 


preſent Time, except for the Thirteen Vears from 
1734 to 1748. The Allowance. in thoſe Years was 
augmented to One Hundred and Twenty Pounds 
per Annum, on Account of Biſhopſgate and 
Aldgate being added. The Chamberlain now 
does for One Hundred Pounds per Annum all 
the Buſineſs of the original nnn as vl 
as the nnn. | 


The Court of Common-Council, on the 2d of 
March 1737, gave to Sir John Boſworth, Cham: 
berlain, an additional Allowance of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds per Annum, for the Increaſe. of 
. by the AQ of Parliament for the better 

lighting 
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lighting the City of London and Liberties there- 
of, and by the Receipts of the Profits ariſing from 
the public Markets. This was continued to Chrilt- 
mas 1751. During this Period, the Court of 
Common - Council thought proper to charge their 
Eſtates with the above Sum, to be paid to the 
Chamberlain for his Trouble in keeping the Ac- 
counts of lighting the City, although the Act 
eſtabliſhed a Fund by an Annual Aſſeſſment on 
the Inhabitants of the City of London for chat 
Purpoſe. When the public Markets were let to 
Farm, the Court of Common- Council ordered 
that there ſhould. be an Abatement of Eighty 
Pounds per Annum from the Chamberlain's for- 
mer Allowance of Two Hundred Pounds. This 
Order was made on the 12th of November 1751, 
and from the, Chriſtmas following to the preſent 
Time the Chamberlain has regularly received 
One Hundred and Twenty Pounds on Account 
of that Buſineſs, notwithſtandingthe Account fince 
May 1766 has, by Att of Parliament, been con- 
ſolidated with the Paving and Cleanſing of the 


im all 
s well 


2d ol 


City, for which, by a Rate aſſeſſed on the Inhabi- 
ham- tants, a Fund isalſo provided. The public Markets 
Hun- being now again in the City's Hands, there is 
aſe. of at the pgeſent Moment more Reaſon to add the 


better 


Eighty Pounds, hay to diminiſh the Two, Hun- 
ghtang L208 


dred | 


— * - — 
r 
1 


— — ͤ——— * _—_ 
IRS 1 . APES ELL - 2X a 
—— — — - — 


— F 
— 4 
2 — - 
©. — . . _ — 
— 955 "I is A 
— ——_— — — hs i" — — — — — 


* 
— 22 "= 


- ama 
' 4 == =, 
= rr? 

5 — = — — _ _— 5 


a — 
— Rt. 
——— 


* 
$4 
— 
— — PIIEC 
—_ "= % Q 

So - A — 
_ - 
. 

4 7 N 


lain. The Buſineſs is equally laborious to his 


— 
4 
— — — — - 
— ＋ 
R _— 
. 2 3 ” ” . - 
— — . * 
1 
: 


26 APPENDIX. No. I. 


dred Pounds. At a Period when the Inhabi- 
tants of the City of London were ſubjett to ſmall 


Taxations, the Court of Common-Council, in 
great Humanity, thought proper to caſe them of 
the Expence of the Accounts kept for this Pur- 
poſe : How much more forcible is the n 
at the preſent Period 


The Trouble of keeping, examining, and in- 
ſpeCting the Accounts, is as great as when the 
yearly Allowance was firſt made to the Chamber- 


Clerks, for whoſe Condutt he is no leſs anſwer- 
able than for his own. It is his Duty to ſeleR 
proper Perſons for every Department in the 
Office. They have Salaries from him according 
to the Nature and Importance of their Buſi- 
neſs. The Chamberlain dires and controls, 
and is anſwerable to the City for every Tran- 
ſaction in that Office as well as in the Court of 
Judicature over which he preſides. The known 
Regularity of the Office, has extorted even 
from the peeviſh Pamphleteer the following 
Conſeſſion, Page 11. With Regard to the 
* Buſineſs done in the Chamberlain's Office by 
„the Clerks, it is done with great Rtgularity 
* and Exattneſs, and the Accounts are kept 

„ veiy 


. 
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« very correct? which is almoſt the lingle | 


Inſtance of Fidelio's adhering to * 


1 cannot allow the Memorialiſt che Merit of 


this Objection to the Chamberlain's Account. 
In the Time of my immediate Predeceſſor, it 


was the Subject of a long Debate in a full Court 


of Common- Council. The Court conſidered 
it as an ancient Appendage to the Office, from 
which it ought not to be ſevered. The Iniguily 
therefore of this Charge, in the Chamberlain's 


receiving the ancient Allowance, does not ap- 


pear to me clearly made out. 


If 1 have not quite done away this iniguitout 
Charge, may I be permitted to ſtate a Circum- 
ſtance new and original, which poſſibly, even in 


Mr. Dornford's Opinion, may extenuate the 


deep Criminality of my pocketing the old; 


accuſtomed Fee of Office? The Parliament in 


the Three laſt Years granted Thirty Thouſand 
Pounds to the City of London, towards rebuilding 
his Majeſty's Gaol of Newgate. On Money to 
be received by, Treaſury Warrants, the Six- 
penny Duty had always been charged, and a 
Deduttion made in Conſequence. The preſent 
Chamberlain obtained the Three Parliamentary 

Grants 
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Grants of Ten Thouſand Pounds each from the 
Treaſury, without the Payment of the Sixpence 
in the Pound, by which he ſaved to the City the 
Sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty Pounds. It 
was the firſt Inſtance of the Kind, but I hope will 
be drawn into Precedent by all his Succeſſors. 


In the Pamphlet, Page 10, it is ſaid, Give 
*.me Leave to expoſtulate on your permitting 
* ſo many Thouſand Pounds of the City Caſh to 
© remain unoccupied : in more virtuous Times 
* the Money was laid out in Government Secus 
e rities for the Benefit of the City, whereby a 
*« conſiderable Revenue has been received, 
e which was highly reaſonable, and ought to be 
« done now.” In more virtuous Times, the City 
of London advanced large Sums to James J. 


— —— 
==" Mn = tad... 


| | and Charles I. and loſt great Part of the Money, 
fl which was the true Origin of the preſent 
41% Orphans' Debt. When Government Securities 
| are mentioned, it is natural to aſk, ſuppoſing 
þ M the Stocks to be lower, or that the Mode had 
WIG | been adopted at the Commencement of the 
i | | late War, who would have been, or is to be, 
li bl anſwerable for the Loſs ? 
6 i 4 
| 1 il v 
1M 
| 3 A general 


— 
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A general Miſtake pervades the Whole of this 
ObjeQion. It makes all the aggregate Sums in the 
Chamberlain's Hands to be under the Direftion 
of the Court of Common- Council, and calls it 

the City Caſh, which. in Propriety of Speech can 
only mean the Monies ariſing from the Eſtate 
of the Corporation of the City of London. 
The Chamberlain is Treaſurer of many diſtinct 
Funds. For the Orphans. Fund he is accountable 
to the Exchequer, and to the Court of Alder- 
men. The Accounts of Emanuel-Hoſpital are 
under the Control of the Court of Aldermen, 
and likewiſe the Benefa&:on of Sir John Langham 
to poor Sailors and Soldiers. The Fund created by 
Mr. Wilſon's Legacy for the Benefit of young 
Tradeſmen, is under the DireQion of the Lord- 
Mayor, Recorder, the Two Senior Aldermen, and 
the Chamberlain. Various other F 2 
bliſhed by divers Acts of Parliament. For the 
faithful Execution of his Duty; the Chamberlain 
is accountable to the Committees armed with 
the Powers given by the different Acts. Of 


Court of Common- Council, it would be not a 
little embarraſſing to appropriate to each the 
ſpecific Quota of the Intereſt, ſuppoſing any to 
be made in the preſent FluQuation of every 
E | Kind 


the ſeveral Funds under the Control of the 


* 
—- , 


—— 


o 
\ — 
= , — — * N — 
8 2 —ͤ—̃— = \ 
>» - 1 P — 
— — y — = : 
: — 4 *. » ox + 
= — war G 9 133 * 7 » ay? * 2 * 
— C : — — — * — 3 4 F D 2 1 — 
* — * g - — * — of HO — 25 * , . 4 x” £5. ik f — 5 _ — 
* — = — — — bs P S * 1 1 * 2 — — _ 
- 2 — w - — — - 7 — + — — II 88822 > * — 1 4 
on * -- 
5 « — —. 2 — . — * "_ — — o — © 
* »,w% A — — —_ — — 
. e wy oe - 1 * + - * — 8 «lt at — 
— 4 22 —— . ud, — 2. — 7 —— C my — . — 
4 wo > — —_— a = — — Pt. a a . * * ——— 2 — 
p N — * — . —— — — - —— 2 22 —— gt Sw m «4% a. — — — — 8 Poon. — * — x — — — — — p — — . — — — 
> > * - — — + a — — — — —— — „— WJ * — — 
4 . — 
- 
* 


audited from Time to Time according to ancient 
ſign the Accounts which they audit. 'The 
OR if required, 


| dpi and Injuſtice, "6 I do not advance with 
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Kind of Security, that no Encroachment might Ml * 
| happen, or Jealouſy be excited for a favourite fil b 
Service, as in the Navy Department of the 
State. The Committees, who are the Truſtees il * 
of every Fund, have the Power of veſting 0 
Monies, which may not ſoon be wanted, in 
Government Securities, and it has ſometime ſl © 
been exerciſed with the utmoſt Propriety. I 8 
believe there is no Precedent of the Corpora. 
tion's making Uſe of the aggregate Caſh in the Wi _ 
Chamberlain's Hands by Way of Intereſt, and. 
applying it to the Benefit of their Eſtate. The 
Orphans' Accounts, by the Direction of an expreſ BI 
AR of Parliament, are audited yearly upon Oui | 
before one of the Auditors of the Impreſt, figned h . 
the faid Auditor, and allowed by the Lord An .. 
and Court of Aldermen. The other Accounts ar 


Cuſtom. - Auditors are choſen by the Livery u 
large every Midſummer-Day. They likewiſe f , 


preſent Chamberlain is very ready to ſwear ty .. . 
the Fairneſs and Truth of all his various « 0 
I now proceed to the tremendous Charge ol 


a trembling 
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a trembling Step, becauſe the modeſt Memorialiſt 
has brought the ſame Charge againſt you, Gentle- 
men, of the preſent Committee, againſt the Court 
of Aldermen, and almoſt the whole Common- 
Council. I am content to ſhare your Fate, nor 
can I wiſh my Innocence under ſuch an Accuſation 
to be better aſcertained and vindicated than that 
of ſo many worthy Friends. I am accuſed of 
having uſed artful - Perſuaſions to induce you 
to deſtroy that ancient Place of Worſhip, the 
Guild hall Chapel, aſter it had been conſecra- 
ted to the Service of God for about Six 
Hundred Yeats.” Pamphlet, Page 8, con- 
verting that ancient Building, Guildhall· Chapel, 
into a Rotation-Office, a D done to God 
and Religion.” Page 10, © many of the 
Remains of our nous Anceſtors'are there depo- 
* ſited: it was endowed: by them: the City 
* now enjoy ſeveral Eſtates; to maintain and 
** ſupport it as a Place of religious Worſhip. In 
Henry VI's Time it had Chaplains, - Clerks, 
and Choriſters, and a Revenue to ſupport 
them, &c. &c, Is this right? Is it juſt? 
* Ought you not rather to find out the De- 
* ſcendants of the gious Donors of the Eſtates, 
* and, if you will not ſuffer the Service and 
*. Worſhip. of Almighty (as: to- be there per- 
3 formed, 
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formed, 
* appropriated. 
God and Religion by an upright Adminiſtration of 


No. 1. 


to reſtore to them the Eſtates fo 
Page q, the Di/honour done to 


Juſtice is not eaſily comprehended. Guildhall. 
Chapel, and St. Stephen's-Chapel, are of Uſe to 
Mankind, when they become the Habitation of. 
Wiſdom and Juſtice. Our pious Anceſtors gave 
ample Donations that frequent Maſſes might be 
ſaid, and their Souls prayed out of Purgatory. 
I think the City of London may moſt conſci- 
entiouſly keep the Eſtates without being guily' 
of ſuch Folly, or Felony; and in this enlighten- 
ed Age Mr. Joſiah Dornſord is the only Engliſh- 
man who could think with Pleafure of the 
religious Bigotry of the fexth Henry, which loſt 


to England all that the conquering Sword of his 


great Father had won. Is he quite of found 
Mind, when he deſires the City, which knows of 
no Claimants, to hunt out the Deſcendants of 


the pious Donors, to preſent them with the Corpo- 


ration Eſtates ? Are all the Eſtates in this Iſland, 
granted at'the Reformation to the Laity, to be re- 
ſtored, from a religious Phrenſy, to the Church, 


| becauſe the abſurd Conditions of the pious Donors 


are not fulfilled, in a Manner expreſsly forbidden 

by the Laws of the Realm? The good Joſiah may 

however be comforted, He forſakes Truth, as 
* uſual, 


deſtroyed. He may ſtill there wreſtle with the 


at Cock-crowing, before the Two Tablets of 
to the Ten Commandments, as Members of the 
of Houſe of Commons ſtill ſay their Prayers in Sf. 
ave' WI Si:phen's-Chapel. As a higher Luxury to his 
| Nature, he may every Sunday Morning hear a 


Yards from Guildhall-Chapel, and charitably apply 


of the Irreligion of the Age, of the Robbery of 
repeats the prudent Advice given by Dawd in 
the P/alms, Fret not thyſelf becauſe of the Ungodly, 


it may perhaps bring him into good Humour, 


but now and then it is apt to turn alittle ſour. 


Law, which required Two to be preſent. The 


while the Alderman on the Rota remained at 
Guildhall, yet the Examinatiohs were ſigned by 
. both 
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uſual, in his Aſſertions. Guildhall-Chapel is not 


Lord in Prayer every Morning, if he pleaſes, | 


Sermon in St. Laurence's-Chairch, not Twenty 


to the Corporation, of which he is ſo dutiful and 
affeftionate a Member, all the general Charges 


the lawful Heirs, or of Sacrilege. When he 


No Breaſt is fuller of the Milk of human Kindneſs, ” 


Before I conclude, I wiſh to mention, that the 
Alteration of Gui/dhall-Chapel originated from a 
juſt Complaint that the Magiſtrates of the City 
did not, in various Examinations, conform to the + 


Lord-Mayor continued at the Manſion-Houſe, 
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both as taken before them together at the ſame: 
Time. They now tranſa& Buſineſs under the ſame 
Roof of Guildhall-Chapel in a legal Manner. 


I am perſuaded, Gemlemen,. that by this 
Time you will be glad to be releaſed from the 
Company. of Mr. Foftah: Dornford. I likewile 

part with him not reluctantly, and: in perfealy 
good Humour. I leave him to lis own proper 
uſeful Calling of a:Dealer in Brandy, Wine, and 
Spirits, in Philpot-Lane, without hinting at any 
Reform. The cruel Morning Head-Achs, which 

I have ſometimes ſuffered, may have ariſen from 

other Cauſes, for: which he is not anſwerable. 

Should the Fact be otherwiſe, I freely forgive 

him; and I hope, that among the crying Sins of 

the Age, from Which nothing but ſuch exemplary 


a 


Piety and Purity can preſerve. him, he will moſt 8 
ſtadiouſſy avoid all: Adultery of Wine. I beg WM | 
Leave io quit him with an Exhortation ſo im- pi 
portant to the Health. of all of "ns Genoa * 
and of ** 

vour obedient, and 


Very humble Servant, | 
JOHN WILKES il © 


No. II 


5. 1 . 


No. IL 
Mz: TOWN-CLERK's ANSWER. 


To the Wor/hepful committee for mquiring 
into the Aſſertions lately circulated re- 


ſbecting the Affairs of the ee 
of London, Sc. | 1 


„ ren 


N obedience to the Order of this 3 

requiring each of the City's Officers to lay 
before you his Defence, in Writing, to the 
Charges in Mr. Dornford's Memorial, and the 
Letters ſigned Fidelio, I have examined thoſe 
Productions, and find the Charges relating to 
me contained in the Third Letter, page 12, 
en as follows: 


Would it not be for the Honour of the 
GCommon- Council, were they to reſtrain the 
enormous Expences of the Committees, in 
+ giving away the City Caſh, by what they 

« call 


36 APPENDIX. No. II. 


call Gratuities, and to whom why, to che 


* City Officers, whoſe Incomes are amazing? 


% For initance, the Ton- Clerk, when he attends 
© Committees with his Clerk, to take down mi- 
* nutes, had you not better give him a certain 
„Sum, and his Clerk, for each Attendance ? 
* Suppoſe Two or Three Guineas, and Half 
* the Sum to his Clerk, for the Two or Three 
% Hours they attend? Inſtead of that, one of 
his Friends in the Committee moves for him 
to have a Hundred Pounds, and ſometimes 
* more; as in the Committee of Royal Hoſpitals, 
„and that which gave Admiral Keppel the 
© Heart of Oak Box; and ſo in many others 
„ which I could enumerate ; though his Fees are 
very great and his Income large: ſo that 
there is the leſs Need for you to ſuffer the 
City Revenue to be ſo diſpoſed of.“ 


AxswER. The Common- Council always 
reſtrain the Committees, for ſpecial Purpoſes, in 
their Drafts upon the Chamber ; the Committees 
here mentioned, acting under ſuch a Reſtraint, 
paid me what they thought I deſerved for my 
Trouble ; but I cannot help obſerving the artful 
and inſidious Manner in which this Inſinuation 
is 3 and the obvious Deſign of Fidelio, in 
| coupling 
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coupling together Two Committees of a different 
Nature and Duration; the Firſt engaged in a 
very material and intricate Diſpute of many 
Years Labour and Attention; the other on a 
Compliment to perſonal Valour. The Income 
and Fees of the Town-Clerk would not be fo 
amazing, if Fidelio had the Receipt of them; 
ſuch as they are, they are the ancient Perqui- 
ſites of the Office, and it will be difficult for 
Fidelio to prove, that the City would be Gainers 
by the Alteration he papal | 


* It is well known (ſays Fidelio that Maſters 
are obliged to get Men licenſed at the Court 
„of Aldermen, a great Number, for which 
Service a large Sum of Money is paid an- 
** nually to the Town-Clerk. Ought you not to 
* inquire what becomes of that Money ? As the 
City is not benefited by it, ſhould you not 
* relieve your Fellow-Citizens of Part of that 
© Burthen ?” REF 


AxswER. Fidelio might likewiſe have known, 
if it had ſuited his Purpoſe to inquire, that the 
Method of licenſing Journeymen to work in the 
City, and the Fee of Two Shillings and Six-pence 
for each Licence, were ſettled and allowed by the 
3 Court 


a — — ——— 3 
X — 
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Aldermen themſelves. I was aſtoniſhed to 
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Court of Common-Council in the Year 1780 


upon the Petition of the Maſters themſelves. 


In Rio = IRR Fidelio ſays, Do not 
* ſuffer the Revenue of the City to be impro 
„ perly diſpoſed of, even by the Court of 


* ſee a Charge made by that Court, within 
about a Year, of no leſs than Sixty-Four 
“ Freedoms given away at one Sitting; the City 
* was by this Means deprived of ſo many 
* Twenty-Five Pounds; and other large Sum 
* of Money were voted by them.” 


AwswzR.- How great muſt the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of Fidelio have been, if he had inſpeQed 
the Proceedings of the Court of Aldermen, and 
found the ſame Condutt once in every Year for 
a Century paſt ! and how great muſt be the 
Aſtoniſhment of every other Perſon at ſuch an 
inſidious Reflection, deſigned to conyey the 
Idea, that the Court in one Sitting ſquandered 
away the Value of One Thouſand Six Hundred 
Pounds! As the Secretary of that Court, it be- 
comes me to ſay, that they have always exer- 
ciſed the Right of granting Freedoms to their 


Officers as Rewards for their Servi ices; and by 


their 


Gueld/ 


their Manner of ſo doing, have ſhewn their 
Attention to the Intereſt of the Corporation, 
there having been very little Increaſe upon the 
Whole, and no Increaſe to the Town-Clerk, for 
more than Eighty Years paſt: a very little 
Knowledge of the City's Aﬀairs will demonſtrate, 
that the Perſon who endeavours to create a 
Difference between the Courts of Aldermen and 


the Common- Council, is no Friend to either. 


Jam, Gentlemen, 
Your obliged and obedient 


© "WILLIAM RTX. 


Guildhall, oth Sept. 2 4+ 


No. III. 
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ſented to you by Mr. Joſtah Dornford, giretl 
that the ſeveral Officers of this City therein 


No. III. 


Mx. SOLICITOR's Answex, 


To the Worſhipful Committee appointed t 
mnquire into the Aſſertions lately circu 
lated reſpecting the Affairs of this Cor 

poration, and to report their. Opinio 
to the Court of Common-Council, &c. 


"GENTLEMEN, 


1 HAVE lately been ſerved with a c 
your Order of the 5th Inſtant, which, afte 
ſtating a Memorial which was on that Day pre- 


named, ſhould lay before you, as ſoon as con 
venient, their Defence, in Writing, againſt ſuci 
of the Charges therein mentioned, as related to 


them reſpettively, defiring hkewiſe, that they 


would ſeverally have a Retroſpett to the ſeveral 
Letters ſigned Fidelio. 


3 That 


66 


That Part of the Memorial which reſpeQs 
myſelf, is in the ſollowing Words, vi. 


Mr. Sorictrok's Anſwer. 


The Solicitor, Mr. Roberts, you know, his 
« Bills, according to Report, were, on the 
Average of Six Years, Two Thouſand: and 
« Seventy-Four Pounds per Annum. I requeſt 
you, for the good of the Corporation, to in- 
* ſpect thoſe Bills, and ſee if the Order of the 
Court of Common-Council be complied with; 
* that he ſhould charge no more to the City 
* than the cuſtomary Charges to other Clients. 
« {See Bye - Laws, Page-127.)" 


And in his Second Letter, under the Signa- 
ture of Fidelio (to which I am defired to have a 


Retroſpett) is the following Paragraph, io wit: 


* The Amount of the Sums paid for Law to 


the City Solicitor are not leſs enormous. Every 


„ ſober Man would imagine, that the City of 
London was the moſt. contentious City upon 
Earth, when we ſee that Twelve Thouſand 
Four Hundred Forty-Eight Pounds was ſpent 
* in Law in Six Years. Indeed, every rea- 
* ſonable Man muſt be. ſurpriſed. This is 
directed and paid for almoſt ſolely by the 

© Committee 
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Committee of City Lands, who diſpoſe of 
near the Whole of the City Revenue. This 
* you ought not to ſuffer ; but when Sums of 
Money are to be paid, the Order ought to 
come from the Court of Common- Council at 
* large. O! when will you exert RR 


* * do your Duty!“ 


In Compliance, ehe with ſuch your 


Order, ſuffer me to ſubmit to you, by Way of 


Defence or Anſwer thereto, the — on 
ſervations thereon : . 


| 7 


In the firſt Place it ſhould be obſerved, that 


although it appears, by both of theſe Paſſages, 


that Mr. Dornford has inſinuated much official 
Criminality on my Part, as well as Inattention 
or Partiality in the Court of Aldermen, and 
Committee of City Lands, &c. yet he has not 
adduced any direct or ſpecific wer n 


ever againſt me. 


He fays, indeed, in his Memorial, that ac- 
cording to the Report of the Committee, who 
were ſome Time ſince appointed to inquire into 
the State of the annual Revenue and Expendi- 
ture, my Bills were, on the Average of Six 
| Years, 


Mr. SoLtcrror's' Anſwer. 


per Annum, I moſt readily admit that it was ſo 


the Year 1775, to the Year 1780, both inclu- 
five ; but at the ſame Time I will undertake to 
ſay, that my Receipts . forthe like Buſineſs 
never did amount to that Sum of Two Thouſand 


ur other Year whatever, either preceding or ſubſe- 
of Wl quent to that particular Period. 


It ſhould be remarked too, that about Eight 
a Hundred Pounds, Part of the Sum of Twelve 


hat Thouſand Four Hundred Forty-Eight Pounds | 


es, Wl therein mentioned, was paid to me for, and on 
ial Account of Buſineſs tranſacted prior to the Year 
ion 1776; namely, in the Disfranchifement Cauſe, 
nd WW which had then been long depending, and 
not WW therefore ought not (I preſume) in Stridneß, 
ſo- io have been included amongſt my Receipts in 
chat Period. 


ac In Regard to the Order of the Court of Com- 
tho {WM mon-Counci, which he has referred to in his 
rito Memorial, he ought in Juſtice,)likewiſe, to have 
di- ſtated the Reaſons for the Court's making that 
Six Norder; as allo, why it was made at that par- 
ars, ticular. * 


43 


Years, Two Thouſand Seventy-Four Pounds 


for thoſe Six particular Years, namely, from 


Seventy - Four Pounds in any one ſingle or 


»-& - 
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44 
ticular Time; but of that, I preſume, he was 
totally ignorant. 1 will therefore myſelf ex- 
plain it: until the Year 1755, . the Office of 
City Solicitor was a ſaleable Place, and in Con 
fideration of the large Sum which had 
uſually given for it, the Officer uſed (conceiv- 
ing himſelf warranted in ſo doing) in very many 
Inſtances to charge double Fees, and alſo to 
make ſeveral other Charges unuſual in private 
Buſineſs ; but when the City at length found the 
Impropriety and Inconvenience of intruſting W Err 
their Law. Matters 'to the Care and Condutt of 


one who happened to be the higheſt Bidder for E 


the Place, however unfit and unqualified he Sun 
might be for it, and having in Conſequence WW ion 
thereof determined, in future, to appoint a pro- the 
per Perſon thereto, they then thought it but MW tran 
right to put the Perſon ſo to be elected, or ap- 
pointed, under that particular Reſtridion as men- 


In the ſecond Letter, . Fideli Mr. 
Dornford reprobates the Amount of my Bills 
on Account of the ſuppoſed Enormity of the 
Sums advanced; but in his Memorial he con- 
fines himſelf to the ſuppoſed Unreaſonablenel: 
of the Charges. By the one he cenſures the 
Condud 


2 
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Condutt of the Corporation, for contentiouſſ / 


and urineceſſatily going to Law; and by the 
other, he ftrongly intimates that I have, in my 
Charges, afted contraty to- that Order of the 
Court of Common-Countil ; and that thoſe who 
had ordered the Payment of thoſe Bills, hed . 
AL: alſo done wrong. 


I will bene, and that as edheiſely 45 1 
poſſibly can, now proceed io demonſtrate the 
Error and Falſity of all theſe W | 


Firſt then, in Reſpect of he Enortity of the 
Sum, and as the proper or improper Applicd- 
ton of that Epithet, depends principally upon 
the Quantity, as well as Nature of the Buſineſs 
tranſated in that Period, it will be heceflary to 
take a ſhort, but general Review thereof. 


Let it be obſerved then, that the common, 
ordinary, or yearly incidental Buſineſs of my 
Department, conſiſts, in general, in ſuing the 
City Tenants and other Debtors for Non-Pay- 
ment of their reſpettive Rents, &c. in bringing 
and proſecuiing Ejefments at Law] in defend- 
ing the Magiſttates and Officers of this City ih 
Actions brought againſt them, for Acts done in 

G the 
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the legal Execution of their reſpective Offices 
and in the Diſcharge of their ſeveral Duties; 
in proſecuting Perſons. preſented for various 
Offences by the ſeveral Inqueſt Juries ; in ſuing 
Non-Freemen, and. Perſons acting as Broken 
without being duly admitted ; in commencing 
and proſecuting Actions at 3 againſt Perſons 
for refuſing to pay the ſeveral, and various Tolls 
Duties, or Dues, belonging tof and payable to the 
Corporation; in the occaſional and incidental 
Buſineſs ariſing from the Conſervacy of the 
River Thames; as alſo in many other dif 
ſerent and occaſional Matters, too many to be 
here enumerated : but it muſt be alſo obſerved, 
that excluſive of, and beſides all this common 
and ordinary Buſineſs, I have had under my 
Care and Conduct, during almoſt the whole of 
the Time in which I have had the Honour of 
conduQting the Law-Buſineſs of this City, more 
.Cauſes and Matters of real Conſequence and 
Importance, reſpetting the Revenue and dif- ＋. 
puted Rights of the Corporation, than J believe 


was ever experienced by any one of my Prede- — 

ceſſors, and that particularly during the Six r | 
| Years now in Queſtion : Excluſive of all the or- * 
dinary and incidental Buſineſs, I had (among 


| 
| 
| X | others) 
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others) the Management of the following very 
important and expenſive . VIZ, 


\ 248 7s, ol 


Firt—A 3 Part of the n 


pending and very We e 


Cauſe. 


Secondly—A Stfit in the Court of Chancery, 
commenced and proſecuted againſt this City by 
one Mr. Manley, reſpecting the Right to the 
Wall, called the ancient London-Wall, in 
or near the Minories, in the Defence of which, 
a great Number of Witneſſes (many of whom, 
being Freemen, were at a great Expence pre- 
viouſly disfranchiſed) were examined upon In- 
terrogatories filed for that Purpoſe, and much 


intricate and written Evidence produced in Sup- 


port and Maintenance of the City's Claim'; the 
Event of which was, that the City's general mee 
to the Way wad ne cllabliſhed- | 


Thirdlp—Another Suit 4 in Chancery, which, 
aſter examining many Witneſſes upon interro- 
gatories, came to a Hearing in that Court, and 
an EjeAment at Law commenced and pro- 
ſecuted in Conſequence thereof by this City, 
againſt the Executors' of ane Mr. Bird, relative 

Ob | +4148 
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ta a Diſpute which had been many Years de- 


pending, reſpetting a conſiderable and valuable 


Piece of Ground, Part of Conduit-Mead Eſtate, 
and which, when the Matter at Law eame on 
far Trial, before a Special Jury at Weſtminſter; 
Hall, was amicably accommodated, to the Satis. 
faction of the Committee of City Lands, and to 
* une of this City. 


Toannh a acts Suit, | a and 
proſecuted in the Court of Chancery by this 
City againſt the Fiſhmongers-Company, relative 
to a Diſpute about Roomland, or Queenhithe- 
Wharf, which was at length alſo amicably ae- 
commodated, to the er and ang 
- the wah {bull 


| Fiſibly—The le at a great 1 
a Writ of Ad quod Damnum, for eneloſing an 
ancient Path or Highway, and ſubſtituting a 
new one at Ratcliffe, by which this City's Eſtate 
there was much improved. 


5 Sirthly The very important Diſpute be- 
tween this City and the Corporation of Exeter, 
by which the Right of a Freeman of London to 
TP ar fend his Goods free of Toll or -Duty 
( into 


| to 


into 


ad Mr. 80 LICITOR's Anſwer. 49 


10 that, ör any ether Town or. Part in & 


Kingdom, not having any Charter of a Date 
prior to thoſe of the City, was at length virtually 
eſtabliſhed : in Conſequence of | which, many 
Perſons have, I believe, fince that Time, pur- 
chaſed their Freedom of this City, for the. fake 
of the Privilege reſulting therefrom. | 


Seventhly-—-The ſeveral Cauſes that were 
from Neceſſity inſtituted by the DireQtion of the 
Committee of City Lands, againſt ſeveral Far- 
mers who refuſed to pay the ancient Duty of 
Six-pence per Load for their Hay brought to 
Smithfield- Market for Sale. In Conſequence of 
theſe Suits, ſeveral Verdias were obtained 
againſt the Farmers, whereby this Right is now 


fully eſtabliſhed, to the Emolument of this City 


of about Three Hundred Pounds a Vear, be- 
ſides the further Advantage attending it, of the 
Duty for Cattle, tagethey with ſeveral ather 
Duties and Tolls there Pow __ now nq 
longer diſputed. 


Eighthly Several tedious and expenſive Suits 
at Law, as well as' in Chaneery, which were 
long depending between this City and Mr. Ben- 
Jamin Crook (who was Leſſee of all the City's 


public | 
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public Markets) reſpecting his Non-Payment of 
the ſeveral Rents, the ſeveral Dilapidations, and 
the Allowances claimed by hin for Oy =_ 


other Outgoings. 


Ninthly—The Proceedings (unavoidably very 
expenſive) in the ſeveral Proſecutions carried 
on by a Committee appointed by the Court of 
Common-Council for that Purpoſe, 'reſpeCting 
Preſs-Warrants, and illegal Impreſling, by which 
the Privilege of Exemption from ſuch Im- 
preſſing (if Preſſing was at all legal) was vir 
tually allowed and eſtabliſhed to the ſeveral 


Watermen belonging to this City, as alſo to 
every Freeman and Liveryman of London: 


Several Perſons, under theſe Three different 
Deſcriptions, having been at different Times 
actually diſcharged by Virtue of, or in Conſe- 
quence of Writs of Habeas Corpus, iſſued out 
and proſecuted for that Purpoſe. 


Tenthly—Several expenſive Proſecutions a 
Convittions upon Trials at Law had, at the 
Aſſizes for the County of Surrey, for enormous 
Nuiſances, and extenſive Encroachments upon 
the River Thames; as alſo in maintaining the. 
City Right to the Soil of che ſaid River. 

8 Elevenihiy 


the 


pon 


the 
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Eleventhly—The ſeveral expenſive and very 
important Suits, ſo long depending between this 


City and the Free Cornfactors, the Circum- 


ſtances and Event of which are too recent and 
well known to be here repeated, but which Evil 
(I will, and that without Heſitation, boldly aſſert) 
might have been happily prevented, had the 
legal and proper Means been more early adopt- 
ed and purſued. ** 


Twelfthly—The Eſtabliſhment by Two ſeve- 


ral and very expenſive Verdicts, and a Decree 


of the Court of Exchequer, which took up 
ſeveral Days in hearing, of the excluſive 
Right of the Deputy Oyſter-Meters of this City 
to unload and deliver the ſeveral Oyſter-Veſſels 
coming to Billingſgate-Market, as alſo their 


Allowance, or Compenſation for their Labour 


and Attendance ; by which Determinations, be- 
ſides the Meters recovering the Whole of their 


Arrears for their paſt Services, amounting in 


the Whole to the Sum of Five Thouſand 
Pounds and upwards, the ſeveral Places or 
Offices of the Lord-Mayor's Houſehold are be- 
come much more valuable than otherwiſe they 
would have been, and of Courſe a confiderable 


Benefit is thereby ſecured to the City in the 


Sale 
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them for their paſt Services. That this Matter 
| was, in Conſequence of a Reference from the 


52 APPENDIX. No. III. 


this Buſineſs, it ſhould be obſerved, that it ori. 
ginated from a Petitjon preſented to the Coun 
of Common-Council in the Month of April 
1776, by the Deputy Oyſter-Meters of this City, 
complaining of the Proprietors of the ſeveral 
Oyſteries not only refuſing to ſuffer them to do 
the Work in Queſtion, but refuſing alſo to pay 


Court of Common-Council, upwards of Two 
Years under the Examination and Conſideration 
of the Committee of the City-Lands; that they 
not being able themſelves, in all that Time, to L 
ſettle the Diſputes between the Meters and the the 
Proprietors, at length (being authorized by the WI Gov 
Court of Common-Council ſo to do) direfed IM City 
theſe Proceedings at Law. And it ſhould alſo'be Wl ther: 
remembered, that the late Mr. Deputy Jones 
and the then Committee in general, conceived H 
this Buſineſs to be of ſuch Magmtude and Im- ¶ port: 
portance to the Revenue of this City, as well I > ve: 
as to the Meters and Deputy Oyſter-Meten, Thot 
that when they were informed of the many Diſt» W muſt 
culties attending their going to Law, and the in Ce 
great Hazard of obtaining a Verdi& upon 2 ventr 
Trial, they anſwered, that at all Events, the derat 
Attempt 


Ve Besseren Ane. 5 
Attempt muſt be made, however improbable the 


Succeſs; iti order, that if we ſhould fail at Law, 
that Failure was to be a Ground and Foundation 
for an Application 10 Parliament for Redreſs. 
However, contrary to the ExpeRations of the 
[eral Committee, I happily obtained a Verdict, and 
> do WM have fince ſucceeded in every ſubſequem Pro- 
pay WI ceeding in the Buſineſs; in Conſequence of 
atter WI which, an expenfive Application to Parliament, 
the W which would have been moſt powerfully oppoſed, 
TVo and the great Danger of ſucceeding therein, are 
tion WI ſaved and a 
they ] 
„ to Laſſly=The v very mn Conteſt livin 


| the the Court of Common-Councith, and the atting 


the Governors of the Four Royal- Hoſpitals of this 
Qed City, I the EINE to the . 
o be ee 4. 10-265; £ 37 


ived Having ede theſe > tian and 5 im- 
Im- portant Matters, it muſt now appear evident, that 
well a very conſiderable Part of this Sum of Twelve 
ters, MW Thouſand Four Hundred Forty-Eight Pounds 
Diff WI muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably have incurred 
| the in Conſequence thereof; and 1 believe I may 
on 2 venture to aſſert, that after taking into Conſi- 

the deration all the different Benefits and Advantages 
empt II reſulting 
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reſulting to the Corporation from all theſe: vari. 
ous and different Proceedings, both ordinary 
and extraordinary, the Balance of the Account, 
if it could be accurately and fairly ſettled and 
aſcertained, would, notwithſtanding that ſup. 
poſed Enormity, appear to be, and that con. 
ſiderably, in Favour of the Corporation. 


So far reſpecting the Enormity of this Sum, 
and the contentious Diſpoſition of the Corpora- 
tion. 


I am now to anſwer or make my Defence to 
the other Part of the Accuſation or Charge 
(ſuch as it is); namely, my having in my Bills 
ated contrary to the Order of the Court o 
Common- Council, as well as reſpecting the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of my Charges in general : But 
having in my Anſwer, or Defence to the firlt 
Part of the Accuſation, pointed out the Nature of 
the Law-Buſineſs of this City in general, per- 
mit me here, previouſly, to obſerve to you, that 
for a proper Diſcharge of the Duty of the 
Office of Solicitor to this City, he ſhould have 
not only a comprehenſive Knowledge of every 
Part and Branch of the Law in general (a 
Knowledge not always to be met with in any one 


of 


unt, 
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of the Profeſſion) but he muſt likewiſe be poſſeſſed 
of that which is almoſt a complete Study of itſelf; 
namely, an extenſive and competent Know- 
ledge of the local and municipal Laws, Cuſtoms, 
and Privileges; and, in ſhort, of the whole 
Conſtitution of this City in general; a Know- 
ledge of which, in a Degree ſufficient for the Diſ- 
charge of the various Parts of the Duty, is not 
to be obtained without great Labour, Pains, and 
Application, attended alſo with conſiderable 
Time, and much praQical Experience; a Branch 
of Knowledge more particularly requiſite at theſe 
Times, when a general Diſpoſition prevails of 
diſputing almoſt every Right and Privilege 
claimed by the Corporation or its Members; at 
a Time when they ſtand in ſo unfavourable a 
Light in the ſeveral Courts in Weſtminſter- 
Hall; and when (what 1 will not heſitate to 
aſſert) the Succeſs of moſt of the City-Cauſes 
depends as much, at leaſt, upon the Solicitor's 
Knowledge of the Conſtitution of the City, and 
upon his Care, Induſtry, and Judgment, in find- 
ing out, deducing, and ſetting it forth, as it can 
poſſibly do upon the Abilities of the Advocate, 
who is afterwards to condutt thoſe Cauſes before 
a Jury, from the Inſtruftions which he has re- 
ceived, Let it be remembered too, that beſides 

the 


the Buſineſs of Corporations in general being 
always neceſſarily and unayoidably a*tended 
with many Expences unknown in private Suits, 
there is 8 Mixture of Intricacy, Perplexity, 
and Difficulty attending every City-Cauſe, 
wherein their Rights, Privileges, and Fran- 
chiſes are involved, that are unknown in Suits 
which are to be determined only by the gene- 
ral Law of the Land, and which do not . 
pend upon Laws and Cuſtoms unknown in 
Weſtminſter-Hall, Notwithſtanding, however, 
all theſe Difficulties, and other Cireumſtances 
J will take upon me, in the firſt Place, with 
Confidence to aſſert, that I never did in my 
Life, according to the beſt of my Knowledge 
and Belief, in any one Inſtance whatever, charge 
to this Corporation, for any Law-Buſineſs what- 
ever, more than I ever did or would have dane 
in private Buſineſs, or to a private Client; and 
that on the contrary, I have frequently, and that 
purpoſely, charged leſs, in order to avoid Jea 
louſies, however groundleſs, and to obviate 
Suſpicions, however unmerited ; but Mr. Doyt- 
ford (who I believe never once in all his Life 
examined or peruſed any one of my Bills, pre- 
vious to the Payment oſ it) ſeems not to know 


that I never do, or can at any Time, receive an 
2 Order 
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Order for Payment of any Bill whatever, until 
it has been examined and approved by ſome of 
the Members of that Branch of the Corporation 
to which it immediately belongs ; or otherwiſe 
he pays but an ill Compliment to thoſe of the 
Corporation who have at different Times fub- 
ſcribed their Names in Teſtimony of ſuch their 
Examination and Approbation thereof. 


I muſt, however, admit, that about the Year 
1776 or 19777 (Part of the Period now in Queſ- 
tion) when my Bills for Buſineſs done by the 
DireQtion of the Committee of City-Lands, be- 
came rather larger than uſual, they began to 
entertain Doubts and Suſpicions of the Pro- 
priety of the Charges; and for their own Satisy ; 
faction they then began to refer the Examina» 
tion of them. to other Perfons, frequently to 
different Gentlemen of the Law, who were not 
of the Committee; in Conſequence of whick 
Reſolutions, Mr. Alderman Clark, being a Gen- 
tleman of the Profeſſion, and who was then 
lately elected an Alderman, was in the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1777 particularly defired to 
perule and give his Opinion upon ane of them, 
which being done, he wrote under it as follows, 


VIZ, 
© have 
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1 have peruſed this Bill, and the Charges 
40 appear to me to be fair and moderate. 


© RICHARD CLark,” 


- Soon after this, Mr. Alderman Clark, and 
Mr. Mz:dford Young, alſo of the Profeſſion, at 
the particular Requeſt of the Committee, jointly 
peruſed one other of thoſe Bills, and afterwards 
Jointly ſigned the ſame ; and they afterwards, 
at the Requeſt of the Disfranchiſement-Com- 
mittee, alſo jointly examined and approved of 
the Whole of the Bill in that Cauſe. 


After this, another of my Bills was peruſed and 

examined by three other Gentlemen of the Lay, 
all of whom were perfect Strangers to the Cor- 
poration, namely, Mr. Francis Barlow, the ſecond 
Officer in the Crown-Office, Mr. Fames Garth, 
a very eminent and experienced Attorney and 
Solicitor in the Temple, and Mr. Richard 
Woodhouſe, Brother to and Partner with Mr. 
Jolm Woodhouſe, Clerk of Bridewell and Bethlem 
Hoſpitals, who having ſeverally peruſed the ſame, 
ſubſcribed it as follows, viz. 


« We 
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and that the City-Solicitor is well entitled to 
the Whole thereof. 


* Francis BARLOW, 


60 
„ at James GarTH, 
ntly * Ricyary Woopnouss,” 
ards 


October 15, 1777. g 


referred to and peruſed by Mr. John Smith, of 
Draper's-Hall, and Solicitor to the Eaſt-India- 
Company, who afterwards ſent (direfted to 
Mr. Deputy Leekey, Meſſrs. Sealey and Merry, 
three of the Members of the Committee, and 


which the following is a Cour? 


and 
chard | 
Mr. GENTLEMEN, 
= I have with great Attention peruſed the City- 
ame, 


Solicitor's Bill you did me the Honour of con- 
ſulting me about. I beg Leave to aſſure you, 
that I think the Charges, upon the Whole, very 


fair 


We are of Opinion that the ſeveral Charges | 
« in the above Bill are cuſtomary and reaſonable, 


1% 4nd in the Year 1779 one other of thoſe 
Bills was (at the like Requeſt of the Committee) 


who had attended him thereon) a Letter, of 
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fair and reaſonable. The Buſineſs of a public 
Body is always attended with more Trouble that 
that of a private Man. One is often obliged to 
do and think of Things for the former, which 
the latter would take upon himſelf. On Ae. 
count of this extraordinary Trouble and Atten- 
tion, it is not unuſual (nor I think improper) to 
charge more liberally for public than for pri- 
vate Buſineſs. But I do not perceiye this t 
be the Caſe in the Bill before me, the Charge 
are ſuch as would have been made to a private 
Man for the ſame Buſineſs. I do not mean to 
fay, that there are not ſome Articles which, upon 
a ſtrict Taxation, may not be taken off, or 
leſſened, but theſe are very trifling ; and on the 
other Hand, there are ſeveral Inſtances in which 
I think the Bill may be added to, and I rather 
conceive the Additions would exceed the De- 


duQions. 


I thought there had been a Miſtake in chary- 
ing a Guinea to Council for thoſe Motions 
which we call Motions of Courſe, the uſual Fee 
is only Half a Guinea; but, on Inquiry, I find 
that the City never give leſs than a Gut 
nea-Fee to Council, upon any Occaſion ; this 

being 


Mel 
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being the Cuſtom of the "on the OPEN is 
right. 
I am, 
Gentlemen, 
Vour moſt ns 
Humble Servant, 
Jonx SMITH. 


|  Drapers-Hall, 
Nov. 22. 1779. 


Mr. Deputy Leekey, 
Meſſrs. Sealey and Merry. 


After all theſe Inſtances (amongſt ſeveral 
others that might be produced) of a minute and 
critical Examination of my Bills, and that at dif- 
ſerent Times, and by different Perſons, by even 
Strangers to the Corporation, and by thoſe who 
vere judged to be the leaſt partial, as well as 
the moſt competent to the Taſk, I thought I had 
ſome Reaſon, at leaſt, to hope that my official 
Integrity and Reftitude of Condutt would in 
this Reſpe& never again have been called in 
Queſtion ; but I ſtill preſume to flatter myſelf 
that they will now be ſufficient to ſatisfy and 
convince this Committee in general-of the Un- 
juſtneſs of the Charge or Suſpicions ſo imputed 
to me by Mr. Dornford. Suffer me to add, that 
I conceive this ConduQ of Mr. Dornford to be 


the more extraordinary after the Compliments 
I | he 
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he had at ſeveral Times paid me for my Laboun 
and Services for the City; and I concewe it 
alſo'to be rather cruel at this Time of Day, 
when my long and ſevere Attention te the In- 
tereſt of the Corporation in general, as well a 
to the laborious and particular Buſineſs of my 
own Department, has at length brought upon 
me a ſettled Illneſs, of which 1 have Reafon to 
believe I ſhall never get the better. 


You are, however, deſired by him to re-mſpett 
thoſe Bills, in order to fee whether the Order 
of Common-Council has been complied with, 
For my own Part, I neither have, nor can have, 
any Objettion whatever to its being done, being 
perfectly ſenſible that a repeated Reviſion d 

them would again redound to my Credit, and 
that my Trouble in the tedious Buſineſs would 
be in ſome Degree compenſated by the additi 
onal Honour which I ſhould from thence dere. 
If, however, illiberal Jealouſies and ill-foundet 
Suſpicions are to be the Reward of long ant 
laborious Services, can this City expect always 
to be faithfully ſerved ? 


Gui 


In ReſpeRt of the latter Part of the Paragraph 
in Fidelio's ſecond Letter, it would be no difficult 
: > 4 4 > Taſk 


2 
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Taſk to detect and expoſe the Abſurdity, as well 
as the Impracticabitity of the Innovation pro- 
poſed ; but as this Alteration in the conſtitu- 
tional and regular Mode of tranſaQting the 
public Buſineſs of this City reſpeAs the Corpo- 
ration, and its ſeveral Committees, more imme- 
diately than myſelf, 1 ſhalt forbear making any 
Comments upon it, leaving it (as I conceive I 
ought to do) to the Conſideration of thoſe whe 
are by far more capable of giving it its proper 
Anſwer, 


JAMES ROBERTS. 


Guildhall, Aug. 12, 1784. 


No. IV. 
IMs. BUSHNAN*s Aub 


To the Worſhipful Committee for inquiring 
into the Aſſertions lately circulated 


reſpecting the A rs of the Corpora- 


tion, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


N Obedience to your Order of the 5th 

Inſtant, I trouble you with my Defence 
againſt the Charges of Fidelio, who accuſes me 
of receiving diſhonourably an annual Gratuity 
from the Committee of City-Lands, a Salary 
as Auttioneer to the City, and an Allowance 
as Superintendant of the Markets, two Places 
invented, as Fidelio ſays, to increaſe my Salary. 


From the Year 1699, at leaſt, it has been the 
Practice of the Committee of City-Lands to pay 


their Officers, &c. by annual Votes in Prefer- 
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Suffer 


any Diſapprobation; but on the contrary annu- 
ally appoint that Committee, and give them in 
expreſs Terms all the Powers of former Com- 
mittees. | 


At Midſummer 1777, the Committee found 
it neceſſary to place-ſome Perſon in the Comp- 
. oller'-Office, dependent only on the City, and 

ſtated their Reafons to the Court of Common- 
Council, who unanimouſly adopted the Meaſure, 
and Ihad the Honour to be appointed Aſſiſtant- 


vas, whether I ſhould be allowed a Salary to 
nclude the uſual Gratuity, or whether the 


Addition by Way of Salary, to make the in- 


ended Amount. It is well known that the 
latter Alternative prevailed, and that I imme- 


ment from the Comptroller ; if therefore the 


the ontuity had been taken away upon the Salary 
pay {Wien fixed, I ſhould have been a conſiderable 
fer- Pufferer by the Alteration, which 1 believe none 


ence but 
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ence to fixed Salaries, the Accounts whereof . 
have been frequently laid before the Court of 
Common- Council, who have never expreſſed 


Comptroller. The only Difference in Opinion 


Gratuity ſhbuld continue as a Check, with an 


ately relinquiſhed, according to the Spirit and 
ntention of my Appointment, every Emolu- 


— 
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but Fidelio ever pretended to be the Intention 
of the Court. | | 


The Appointment of AuQioneer, for which! 
am allowed | Fifty Pounds a Year, has ſince 
ariſen in Conſequence of the Att of Parliament 
for granting Licences to Auttioneers and Duties 
on Auttions, and out of that Salary I paid the 
Fees on my Admiſſion as a. Broker, continue 
to pay the Rent to the City, and the annual 
Duty and Fees at the Exciſe-Office, and give a 
Bond with two Sureties every Year to the 
Crown, beſides the Performance of ſeveral 
Articles of Buſineſs, totally unconnected with 
the Duties of the Comptroller's- Office. 


The extra Buſineſs of Snperintendant of the 
Markets has alſo been ſince occaſioned by Seven- 
teen Reſolutions of the Committee of City- 
Lands, on the 28th of October 1778, and ſe- 
veral other Orders for regulating the Market, 
as will appear by their Books and the Accounts 
&c.—A late Committee appointed to inquire 
into the Income and Expenditure of the Ci, 
in their Report to the Court of Common: 
Council, dated the 25th of April 1782, ſtate the 
Produce of the Markets at ſeveral differen 

| Periods, 
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periods, and the late Increaſe thereof; they fate 
alſo, that the Charges of Superintendanee and Ma- 
nagement, which was formerly near Two Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year, for Four Markets, was they 
ſettled at a Salary for the Five Markets at Sixty 
Pounds a Year only, and declare their Opinion 
that the Committee of City-Lands had adopted 
the moſt advantageous Mode of regulating the 
ſaid Markets, and (ſtrange as it may appear to 
the Readers of Tidelio) Mr. Dornford himſelf 
ſigned that Report, 


Several other Charges affet me under the 
Committee of City-Lands, who are now repre- 
ſented by Fidelio as a molt corrupt Body, ſquan- 
dering away the City's Property, without QZco- 
nomy and without Principle; but theſe Accu- 
ſations are too groſs, even for the Prejudices 
they are artfully intended to impoſe on; and a 
very little Examination will prove them falſe 
and illiberal in the Extreme. 


Leaving therefore Fidelio to reconcile his 
Actions to the Religion and Piety he ſo much 
boaſts of, I think I may venture to ſay, that 
in a Department of much Labour and ſome 
Conſequence to the Corporation, I have diſ- 

charged 


68 APPENDIX. No. iv. 


charged my Duty for upwards of Twenty. Sir 
Years with Diligence and Integrity; but I cheer. 
ae this Queſtion to the impartial 


[| 


Judgment of the Court of Common- Council, 
and to thoſe Gentlemen, in particular, who haye 
been Witneſſes of my Conduct, and who ! 
doubt not will prote& me if they think 1 have 
ated properly. | 


I am, | Ty 
Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient and faithful Servant, 


JOSEPH BUSHNAN, 
Guildhall, Aug. 16, 1784. | 1 
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Mz. DAN C E's Axs WER. 


Jo the Worſhipful Committee appointed 


to inquire into the Afſertions lately cir- 
culated reſpecting the Affairs of the Cor- 
poration of the City of London. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


* Conſequence of your Order of the 5th 
Inſtant, I am happy to embrace this Oppor- 
tunity of vindicating myſelf from the Aſperſions 
which have been propagated againſt me, amongſt 
other of the City-Officers ; as the Propoſitions 
in which I am concerned, ſet forth in a Memo- 
rial delivered to this Committee by Mr. 7ofiah 
Dornford, are all contained in the printed Let- 


ters publiſhed- under the Signature of Fidelio 


(avowedly the Work of the ſame Pen) and as 
the Charges, Inſinuations, and Propoſitions, are 
K more 
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more enlarged upon in thoſe Letters than in the 
Memorial, 1 ſhall beg Leave to confine myſelf 
to that Publication, which .I mean to anſwer 
Paragraph by Paragraph, as far as it relates to 
me. 


The firſt Notice Mr. Fidelio is pleaſed to take 
of me is in his ſecond Letter, Pages 7 and 8, 
where he ſays, 


© Again, with regard to your Surveyor to 
* your Eſtates, &c. would it not be for the true 
* Intereſt of the City, to give that Gentleman 
* a handſome Salary, rather than let him make 
* you ſuch enormous Bills?“ 


To this I anſwer, that the Buſineſs in which 
I am employed by the City, conſiſts of a great 
Variety of Objects, differing materially one 
Year from another; the Impoſſibility of fixing 
upon a Salary which would not be too little or 
too much, is obvious. What can be fairer than 
to make Bills containing Items of the Work 
done? I know nothing of the enormous Bills 
Fideho talks of; I am not conſcious of ever 
making any which were not fair, Juſt, and r rea- 
ſonable. 2 


He 
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He then adds, Page 8, 


« And ſuch Bills as extend themſelves even 
* into the Kitchen of the Manhon-Houle.” 


If my Time and Attention are employed in 
any Kitchen whatſoever, ſurely it is not un- 
reaſonable that I ſhould have ſome Recompence 
for it! Even when Fidelio himſelf ſwept Mr. 
Chalie's Cellar, I dare ſay he thought it | rig to 
be paid for his Trouble, 


Fidelio proceeds, in the ſame Page, 


* One Charge was ſuch as I ſuppoſe muſt 
* ſurpriſe every one who reads it; I mean 


* Twenty-two. Pounds, Eleven Shillings, and 


* Sixpence, for the State-Coach.“ 


I never made any Charge whatſoever for the 
State-Coach ; but having attended that Com- 
mittee whenever called upon, ever ſince I have 
been in Office; having frequently examined 
the Coach with the Coach-Makers, in order 
to be a Check upon them ; and having drawn 


up Particulars in Writing for the Repairs there- 


of, the Committee thought proper to vote me 
3 | the 
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the Sum of Twenty-two Pounds, Eleven Shil. 
lings, and Sixpence, in Conſideration of my 


various Attendances, Loſs of Time, and Trou 
ble, that being the only Recompence I ever 


no 
At 


received of them. I therefore flatter myſeł i C. 
that this TranſaQion will not create Surpriss! ny A! 
any liberal Mind. | Wa 


He ſays further, in the ſame Page, 


e After being paid all theſe Bills, which + 
* mount to very large Sums, what Pretence ca 
* the Committee of City-Lands have to giwe 
* that Gentleman and his Clerks ſuch Preſent 
* (called Gratuities) as amounted on an Ave. 
“rage of fix Years to Seventy Pounds Te 
« Shillings a Year for him, and Fifty-eight 
te Pounds Eleven Shillings to his Clerk « 
«© Aſſiſtant ?” 


Surely it cannot be deemed a wonderful 
Circumſtance, that the firſt Corporation in the 
World ſhould encourage their Officers by ſom: 
Mark of their Favour, eſpecially when it | 
conſidered how much Time is ſpent upd! 


Attendances in the Courſe of public Bufinel; 
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not a Farthing ever being charged on that 
Account, | 


The original Gratuity being divided by the 
Committee of City-Lands between me and my 
Aſſiſtant, Mr. Peacock, no additional Expence 
was created to the City on his Account. | 


In his Fifth Letter, Page 19, he ſays, 


© I bluſh when J conſider the amazing Sum 
* of Money expended upon Newgate, and how 
% oreat a Part of the Work has not been ad- 
* yertiſed.” 


The Whole of the firſt Building of Newgate 
was contracted for by public Advertiſement; 
aſter the Fire in 1780 it became neceſſary to 
reſtore the Middle-Quadrangle without the leaſt 
Delay ; the Committee for that Purpoſe ſum- 
moned all the Workmen, and agreed with 


them to do the Work on the ſame Terms as 


their former Contracts; the Reſt of the Building, 
viz. the North and South Quadrangles, was 
contradted for by public Advertiſement, and 
upon very low Terms. | 


He 
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« What Cauſe could be aſſigned for making 
* new Foundations to a, Building almoſt new?” 


New Foundations to a Building almoſt ney, | 


is a Circumſtance totally new to my Compre- 
henſion; the Fact I poſitively deny; there are 
no new Foundations to Newgate. 


He proceeds, in the ſame Page, 


* What Reaſon could be aſſigned for paying 
* for carrying away ſuch a Quantity of Stuff as 
* would ſeem incredible to relate, and the pur- 
e chaſing afterwards almoſt as much, and carting 
4 to fill up with?“ 


The original Foundations of the Gaol were 
built in the old Town-Ditch, and a Maſs of 
Earth, Three Hundred Feet in Length, more 
than One Hundred Feet wide, and in ſome 
Places Forty Feet deep, was obliged to be 
moved. Let Fidelio point out the Place where 


| | he would have laid it. 


He goes on, in the ſame Page, 
| “ Don't 
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« Don't you think, if the City-Surveyor was 
* to be paid a Salary of Five Hundred Pounds 
aA Year, to inſpett all Buildings, and fee Juſtice 
done to the City upon Oath, it would be 
i better than to give the preſent Surveyor Five 
per Cent. upon the Thirty-Thouſand Pounds 
and more, which Newgate has coſt, beſides 
« Five per Cent. upon every Thing elle bought 
for the City's Ule ?” 


Having before taken Notice of the Propo- 
fition concerning a Salary, it is unneceſſary to 
repeat it here; but when Fidelio afferts, without 
Reſerve, that I receive Five per Cent. upon 
every Thing bought for the City's Uſe, I muſt 
take Leave to ſay, that it is an unprovoked 
Calumny, utterly falſe and groundleſs; - in 
Conſequence of this Idea, propagated without 
any Ceremony, it has been confidently aſſerted 
in a public Company, that I receive Five per 
Cent. upon all the honorary Boxes given by the 
Corporation. If I have charged or received 
Five per Cent. upon any Articles, except the 
Amounts of Artificers Bills, or Contracts for 
Building, let Fidelio point them out, 


- _ Fidelio 
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Fidelio proceeds, in Pages 19 and 20, 


* I hope, when the new Compters or Priſon 
* 1s agreed to be built, you will not perſiſt (be. 
** cauſe the Surveyor has many Friends in the 
* Committee) to give away ſo much of the 
** City's Money, which might be ſaved.” 


There is a very illiberal Infinuation conveyet 
in this Paragraph, viz. that much of the City! 
Money, which might be ſaved, 1s likely to be 
given away, becauſe the Surveyor has many 
Friends in the Committee. All I ſhall ſay to 
it is, that I diſdain the Idea: in this, as well a 
in every other Caſe in which I have the Honour 
to be employed by the Corporation, I have no 
Wiſh with reſpect to pecuniary Reward, but 
to be put upon the ſame Footing with the Rel 
of my Profeſſion. 


He then ſays, in Page 20, 


„ believe it is well known, that all Survey 
* ors, who are paid Five per Cent. upon the 
“Amount of the Bills, are not very ſolicitous 
* to ſave any Expence ; the larger the Sum, the 


„better for them.“ 
That 
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7 That is, in plain Terms, that all Survgyors 
re Raſcals, and would make no Seruple to 
rien Nick the Pockets of their Employers of Twenty. 


be. illings, io put one girty Shilling in their on. 

t muſt be confeſſad this Sentiment exadly ſuits 
F ge he Tenor of Fideho's Letters, but is not very 

iberal, nor much like a Chriſtian, applied ge- 
erally to a whole Profeſſion, For myſelf I 
an only ſay, that I ſcorn the Inſinuation. If 
\ſertions like theſe are: allowable, it may be 
aid with equal Juſtice, that all Dealers in Wine 
and Spirits, who are paid 2 confiderable' Profit 
pon à moſt pernicious Liquor, deſtrudive of 
he Faculties, and even the Lives of their Fel- 
0w-Creaturges, are not very ſolicitous about the 
onſequences ; the greater the Deſtruftion, the 
better for them, | | Py 


He proceeds, in the lame Page, 


* Your Duty and ve eh require of you, 
' 33 Gyurdians and Canſervators of the City's 
Eſtates, that you- would do by. them as if 
they were your oyn; and if ſo, let me aſk 
you, would you pay a Surveyor in ſo extra- 
© yagant u Menger 7“ I 
L 


The 
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The Commiſſion of Five per Cent. bas r 
ſettled and allowed over and over again by the 
Courts of Law; in what extravagant Manner 
therefore, does Fidelio mean? In the Manner 


. preſcribed by Law and univerſal Conſent and 
—— MS 


He rp A $7 in the ſame Page, 


* I might go on to mention the Manſfion- 
2 Houſe · Committee, and aſk them how they 
% could ſuffer Mr. Dance, the City-Surveyor, u 
© bring them in a Bill, I think it was of Fifteen 
* Years ſtanding, of Ten Guineas a Year for 
« ſurveying Beds, Chairs, Tables, and other 
Furniture, when another Perſon brings in u He 
& annual Bill for much the ſame Buſineſs ?* ; 


The Mankon-Houfs:Committoe; in order ed t 
to preſerve the Furniture of that Houſe, orig: 
nally directed, that every Year it ſhould be ei. 
amined, Article by Article, by the Surveyor and 
the Upholſterer jointly, to compare the Whol: 
wich the Inventory, for the Purpoſe of alcet- 
taining, as well what was loſt or :mifling, # 


thoſe Articles which were fairly worn out; Þ 
that 


— 
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that the Lord-Mayor for the Time being might 
replace what was loſt or deſtroyed. 

The Reaſon why I omitted to make a Charge 
from Year to Year, was an Expedtation that 
the Upholſterer was to pay me a Moiety of 
what he received yearly on this Account ; but 
having repeatedly applied to him, he at length 
told me, that he conſidered the Whole as his 
due, and that it was little enough for his Trou- 
ble and Expence. I would beg Leave to aſk, if 
it is reaſonable that I ſhould do this Buſineſs 
ſor Nothing ? Or is it reaſonable I ſhould not be 
as well paid as the Upholſterer ? 


He then adds, in the ſame Page, 

„But, alas! though former Committees ſcout- 
* ed this Charge, yet the preſent paid Half of 
„it. If wrong, why pay any ? And if right, 
* why not pay the Whole ?” 


As 1 had never made any Charge to the 
Manſion-Houſe-Committee for the Examination 
f the Furniture, till that Bill alluded to, what 


former Committees could poſſibly have an 
Opportunity of ſcouting it? This pathetic 
Ejaculation, 
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Ejaculation, therefore, contains 4 Miſrepre. 
ſentation of the Truth. 


N 


I beg Leave to ſubmit the Whole of the fote. 
going Obſervations to the Candour of the Com- 
mitte, and to ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant, 


GEORGE DANCE, 


© Guildhall, Auguſ 18, 1584 . 5 


No. 


F 81 N 
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To the Morſbipſul Committee appointed to 
inguire into the Aſſertions lately cireu- 
lated reſpetting the Aﬀairs of this Cor- 
poration. 


2. — Auguſt 28, 1784. 
CENTLEMEN, | 


N Anſwer to Mr. Toton«Clerk's Letter of the 
6th Inſtant, whereby I am defired to ſtate 
to you any Charge relating to me, which may 
be contained in certain printed Letters, ſigned 
Fidelio, with ſuch Defence in Writing as I 
have to make, in Oppoſition to the ſaid Charges; 
it is neceſſary to premiſe, that I have carefully 
examined the late Memorial of Fofiah Dorn- 
ford to you, which ſeems to be intended by 
him as an Abſtra& of the ſeveral Matters and 
Charges contained in the ſaid printed Letters, 
4s that, which, being carefully ſeledted and 
compreſſed together, he thinks himſelf war- 


ranted to inſiſt upon, againſt the Perſons whom 


CE. 
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affefs, and I find no mention at all made 


of me or . in the ſaid Memorial. ; 
Il ſtate. this, - becauſe the Conduat of Mr. : 
Dornford, in his open CharaQter of a public 7 
Impeacher of other Men's Conduct before 1 
you, may be conſtrued into a virtual Abandon- 0 
ment of his illiberal Attack, made repeatedly 7 
in Print to the Public, on me, in his former $ 
Capacity of an anonymous Aſſaſſin, in the pub- 4 
lic Prints; where, under the Shield of the 4 
Liberty of the Preſs, he aimed his Blows 
(concealed as long he could) and during which 
Time left it not in the Power of any one to th 
ſtop the Impreſſions made, or to know the Hand * 
from whence they came. * 8 
Now that you, Gentlemen, are appointed to No 
inquire into theſe Matters, I am very happy 1 in fa 
addreſſing you on the Subject. of 


In Pages 16 and 17 of the Pala col 
of theſe Letters, I find myſelf held forth to the an 


public Notice, as an idle, uſeleſs Officer, no fir 
Ways ſerviceable, now that Black-Friars- Bridge fo 
is finiſhed; and this is ſtated in a fly and 10 
acrimonious Manner by the detached Ex- eg 


preſſions 
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preſſions of 1s there Nothing wrong in the 
Conduf of other Committees ?—of the Black- Friars- 
Bridge Committee ?—A Diſgrace to take ſuch an 
enormous Toll !—A poor Man cannot walk out for 
freſh Air,—A Loaf of Bread. — Poor People. 
Money is ſquandered away by Hundreds by the 
Committee. —To rectiſy this, and every other Evil. 
People muſt wonder what Need there can be for a 
Surveyor, ſo many Years after the Bridge is finiſhed. 

—Survezor's Salary (Mr. e One Heres 
and Five Pounds. 


ch In Anſwer to this, wherein the ConduR of 
0 the Committee is as much arraigned for beſtow- 
nd ing on me an annual Recompence for Buſi- 
neſs done the Public, under their DireQion; 
as that my Reputation is affected in receiving 


to the ſuppoſed Wages of Idleneſs; I have only to 

in ſay, that it is a very aukward NY to write N 
| of oneſelf and Actions. | 

PV I have been DOE more to af, than give 

he an Account of my Conduct; and it is ſomewhat 

no ſingular, that after Twenty-Five Years Labour 

ge for the Public, and in the Vie aud Contempla- 


nd tion of a ſcrutinizing Public *whitein I have 
XR conſtruded a IT" in London, which, wick 
\NS | | all 
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all its contingent Expences, coſt Two Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, —only Qne-half of that in 
Weſtminſter; I ſhould now, at this late Day, 


be called upon, not for Want of Honour, In- 
tegrity, good Conduct, Care, or Ingenuity, but 


for the Receipt of a decent Allawance far 
Buſine(s atually performing, by an Upſtart of 
Reformation, who, before he ſets Pen to Paper, 


or the Devil to the Printing-Preſs, has not the 


Chriſtian- like Charity to inform himſelf of 
what is really doing; what has been done; and 
the Motives for any one of the Tranſactions he 


has ſtated. 


For, M he had done ſo, I am certain his Let · 


ters would not have been ſuch a Farrago of Mil: 
repreſentation, falſe FaQs, and unwarrantable 
Concluſions, wantonly and ulelelsy put. 


In anſwer to the Charge, however, ſuch as it 
is, I beg Leave to ſubmit the Minutes of dif- 
ferent Meetings held on this very Subject, by a 
great and active Part of my very worthy Maſters, 
before any ſuch Inſinuations were thrown out 
publicly by Mr. Dornford. I have encloſed 8 
Copy of them for your Satisfaction; and, al 
though more might be ſaid by me, now that 


> Bs = © 1 


o TT 
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this Matter comes in a different Point of View, 
yet conſcious of your Inclination and Power to 
protect the innocent, I will leave it, without a 
ſingle Addition thereto ; truſting at the ſame 
Time, that if this Man ſhall have heen found to 
have either ignorantly, wilfully, and ſlander- 
ouſly, affected my Reputation, in the Eye of 
Reaſon, you wilt do Juſtice to the Committee, 
and to me their Servant, with the Public; in fo 
large a Department of their Concerns, 


I am, for myfelf, conſcious of deſerving better 
of every Individuat concerned or intereſted in 


the public Works, wherein I have been an 5 


Inſtrument in the Hands of a Committee; who, - 
ſo far from this, merit the Thanks of the Corpora- 
tion, at the Evening of their Labours, mſtead of 
ſuch illiberal and indecent Reflections, _ one 
of its l-mmformed Members. * 


I can only add, that if public Men, whether 
Maſters or Servants, are ſuffered to be traduced 
with Impunity, there is an End to all Zeal, Ea- 
gernels for the good of public Service, and honeſt 
Ambition; and that they have it only in their 
Pow er to pray, from all ſuch Blindneſs of Heart, 

M Eiroy, 
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Envy, Hatred, Malice, and bnclarilclimeß, c 
Lord, deliver us. ; 


One ſhort Miſrepreſentation will ſerve as a 
Sample. 


In Page 16, he ſays, © What Reaſon can be 
te aſſigned for ſpending Eight Hundred and Forth. one 
&« Pounds, Twelve Shillings, and Threepence, for the 
temporary Toll-Houſes ?” The real Coſt of theſe 
Two Toll-Houſes, was Five Hundred and Fifty- 
ſeven Pounds, Thirteen Shillings, and Tenpence 
Three Farthings, including Footways, Gates, 
Temporary Gates, and Fences, and containinga 
Committee-Room for Meetings, Books, Papers, 
and Buſineſs in general, as there is no eſtabliſhed 
Office at Guildhall ; and containing, likewile, 
Offices for preſerving, ſorting, and cutting bad 
Coin. 


I have the Honour to be, 
Gentlemen, | 
With the greateſt ReſpeA and Regard, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


f ROBERT MYLNE. 


GUILDHALL, 


as a 


heſe 


nce 
tes, 
nga 


17e, 


LL, 
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GUILDHALL, Drezuszs 4, 1783. 


At a Grand Committee, 


Preſent, 


Mr 
Mr 
Mr 


Mr. Alderman KirchExN, 


Mr 


Mr. Alderman Czossy in the Chair, 


. Alderman ProuER, 
. Alderman NEWNRHAM, 
. Alderman Har, 


Mr. Major, 
Mr. HALLIER, 
Mr. WIIEINsò, 
Mr. Fzxexcn, 


Deputy ELLIs, Mr. CHAPMAN, 
HALL, | Mr. Pix HORN, 
Deputy Tuoxr, Mr. DowLixG, 
; HurrorD, Mr. PowzELI, 

. PRcx, Mr. SHARP. 


Mr. CLEMENTS, 


The Reſolution of the goth of March 1773, 
reſpecting the Duty to be performed by the 
Surveyor, for his Salary of One Hundred 
and Five Pounds per Annum, was taken into 
Conſideration, and debated ; and the Surveyor 
being heard in Explanation of the Duty therein 


let forth, and on the Nature and Deficiency of 


the 
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the Pay for the other Buſineſs done by him, on 


on, 

the Bridge: Account, in making the Streets, &c. of t 
it was reſolved to refer the further Conſideration 177 
of this Buſineſs to the Syb-Committee eſpecially ſpec 
named, viz. | der 
ere and 

Mr. Deputy WIrXkIxs, Mr. Harr, 
Mr. Hyuxrory, Mr. Sar, 5 
Mr. HALLIIER, Mr. PIN HORN, <Þ 
Mr. PowzEII, Ar. Dowiixe, _ 
— A 

GUILDHALL, Mazcu 16, 1784. => 
ea 

At a Sub-Committee of all the Members; lay a 
Preſent, | | | hh 
Mr. Hou Rroxp in the Chair, ec 

Mr. Deputy Exils, Mr. Hates, | ; M 
Mr. W1tso0n, Mr. Deputy W 1L&1Ns, C 
Mr. HALL, Mr. FRENC, | Br 
Mr. Deputy Tnoxr, Mr. Cnarman, ? St 
Mr. CLEMENTS, Mr. P:ixyorn, - 4g 
Mr. Hot.pswoxTn, Mr. PowtLt,. : ſor 
Mr. Majos, Mr. SHARP, - 
6« I 


The Conſideration of Mr. Surveyor” s Salary of Ce 


One Hundred and Five Pounds, was proceeded 
on, 


by 


of 
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on, and very fully inquired into; The Formation 
of that particular Office on the goth of March 
1773, the Particulars of Duty to be performed as 
ſpecified therein, and Mr. Mylne's Appointment 
thereto, were read and conſidered; the Nature 


and Extent of the Buſineſs done under that Ap- 


pointment to the preſent Time, in the various 
Departments under the Direction of this Com- 
mittee, was then inquired into and inveſtigated. 


And Mr. Surveyor being heard on a great 
Variety of Matters tranſafted by him, deſited 
Leave, for the Information of this Meeting, to 
lay a Repreſentation before the Sub- Committee, 
in the following Words. 


That from the goth of March 1773 to 
„March 1784, he had done Buſineſs for this 
Committee, on Account of fimſhing the 


„Bridge, the Repairs thereof, the making 


streets and Roads on the London-Side, the 
* purchaſing Grounds and Houſes, the Sale of 
©* ſome Parcels thereof, and the repairing the 
great Sewer over Fleet-Ditch, at the Rate of 
Five per Cent. on Work done, and One per 


I Ce on Purchaſes made; and that the whole 


| 6c Monies 
2 


- 
— 


— 
- OO CO ² tO 


— 


— — — 


—äũ—ß . — —— — ” — ————ů— — — — 


— j— : .! ind 
* 
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* Monies ariſing therefrom, including Two 
« Bills of Seventy-five Pounds, Thirteen Shil. 
lings, and Threepence, not yet paid, amount 
* only, as will appear by the annexed Account, 
* to the Sum of Four Hundred and Fiſty-two 
Pounds, Eighteen Shillings, and Twopence; 
that the ſaid Monies are equal to a Salary of 
. Forty-one Pounds, Three Shillings, and Five. 
« pence Halfpenny, on the ſaid Eleven Years, 
* and that the Monies earned during the laſt 
„Four Years are equal only (on a like Average) 
* to Twenty-three Pounds, Four Shillings, and 
* and One Penny per Annum. That the Duty 
* preſcribed to him, by an Order of the goth of 
March 1773, which created an Officer in Virtue 
* of an expreſs Clauſe in the Act, empowering 
* the Committee to do ſo, when they ſhould ſee 
* neceſſary, though it may appear ſmall to thoſe 


Who read it, without knowing how that Duty has 


ce been performed, or to what Extent it has opera- 
* ted, yet it has really turned out to be ſo much, 


. * that he earneſtly requeſts the Gentlemen will 


© advert to it. 


* Beſides the Duties preſcribed to him under 
„Nine ſeveral Heads, he begs that Reference 
* may be had to the Minutes of the Committee 

during 


hoſe 
has 
era - 
uch, 
will 


nder 
ence 
ittee 
ring 
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« during theſe Eleven Years; and it will appear 
« by the following Paper, No. II. that very 
great and eſſential Buſineſs has been done by 

him without the Aſſiſtance of any one, other 
© than his own Clerks and Servants, and that 
© the Committee have had all this Buſineſs done, 


without any ſeparate Charge therefore, under 
the Head of his Salary, _ 
* Beſides theſe Matters mentioned in this 
Paper, being Particulars which have come to 
the Knowledge of the Committee from Time to 
“Time, there is a vaſt Fund of Buſineſs which 
never came before the Committee for Diſ- 
* cuſſion, On all Occaſions of Buildings, and 
the Conduct of Builders, Reference has been 
* conſtantly had to your Surveyor, and a cloſe 
* and conſtant Attention paid by him to every 
* Caſe where the Intereſt of different Individu- 
* als, or the public Intereſt with Individuals, 
* militated againſt one another. His Plans 
were copied and reſorted to freely, his Ad- 
* vice was always given readily without a Fee, 


*and his Houſe open at all Times for theſe 


* Purpoſes, as a public Office, even in Caſes of 
* advertiſing Contracts. It is impoſſible now, 
* at this late Day, to enumerate all theſe Caſes, 
* but 


N 
: 
| 
| 
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& bat he is certain, if he had been deſired, for 
« alt his Loſs of Time, to charge a moderate 


_* Allowance for the ſame, it would have a. 


* mounted to a great Deal more than the One 
* Hundred and Five Pounds per Annum paid 


bim, over and above the Five per Cent. and 


One per Cent. Buſineſs. 


* On comparing the Date of the Creation of 


© this Office, for a Surveyor, in March 1773, 


* with the other Officers then employed by the 
„Committee, it will not be ſurpriſing, that the 
four firft Articles were then charged as Duties 
* for him to perform. At that Time there was 
n Labourer to cleanſe the Bridge and mend 
„the Gravel. Mr. Bathurſt, who never was a 
« Man of Bufinefs, was ſuperannuated ; Mr. 
* Bi/hop proved a very bad Receiver, and to- 
* tally neglected the Collection of the Tolls; 
* and the firſt Labourer appointed was ſuch, that 
* no Means could make him do his Duty.” 


© He defires Leave alſo to repreſent, that 
* One per Cent. on the Purchaſes made, is no 


® Pay at all; coupled with the Five per Cent. 


eon the Works of the Bridge, it was all very 


© well; Parliament had allowed thoſe Sums, 
| 66 and 
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„ and he had received them; but of late, for 
« theſe Ten Years, no material Works of Ex- 
« pence have been doing. In the new Roads 
jn Surrey, very little Buſineſs of Work, in 
Proportion to ſo great an Undertaking, was 
done, on Which he had it in his Poyer to 
charge a Commiſſion of Five per Cent.; and 
for the whole Property purchaſed for all theſe 
© Roads, the One per Cent. Commiſſion amounts 


only to One Hundred and Forty-Eight Pounds, 


and Seventeen Pounds Thirteen Shillings and 
Ten Pence, the Remainder thereof fold. 


* In like Manner, the Works done by the 
© Committee, in the Embankment, were ex- 
** ceeding ſmall; ſo that he has had no great Op- 
** portunity of charging Commiſſion on that 
new, tedious, and intricate Undertaking ! 


** The Surveyor would never have thought of 
making uſe of, or ſtating theſe laſt Matters, 
conſidering the very great and general Benefits, 
** as well as Honour he has derived from this 
Committee, and of which he will ever retain 
* the moſt lively Senſe of Gratitude, had it not 
been for the Opprobrium thrown lately on his 
* Employers.” | 

| N Papers 
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Papers referred to in the preceding Repre- 
ſentation. 


No. I. 
Account of Buſineſs done by the Surveyor, 


for the Worſhipful Committee of Blackfriars 
Bridge, from March 1773 to March 1784: to wil, 


Five per Cent. on Work done, and One per 
Cent. on Purchaſe made. 


On Works to the Bridge itſelf. 


Ditto to all the Streets on the London-Side, 


and Albion-Place, Surrey. 


Ditto to Sheds, Watch-Boxes, Stairs, and 
Cauſeways. 


Ditto to the Ground, and other Sewers, and 
to Land and Houſes bought. 


1774 Mar. 22, Bill of 5 and 1 per Cent. 94 9 11 
1780 Apr. 4, Bill of 5 and 1 per Cent. 265 12 0 

Dec. 19, Bill of 5 and 1 per Cent. 17 3 © 
178g- Dec. 25, Bill of 5 per Cent. 33 12 5 


not paid. 
5 per Cent. 42 © 10 


Ditto Bill of 


re- 


or, 
s- 
il, 


er 


le, 


nd 
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Liſt of Buſineſs done by the Surveyor, which 
has been performed under the Head of Salary, 
ſo far as the ſame came under the Review of the 
Committee, and 1s mentioned in their Minutes, 
and included in the Payment of the ſaid Salary 
of One Hundred and Five Pounds per Annum. 


MAY 30, 1773. 


1ſt Summonſing Perſons ſelling Property to 
attend, finding them out, &c. 


2d - Method of collecting Tolls, Method of 
Entries, Saturday's Committee, Rules for Col- 
lectors Conduct. 


3d Neceſſaries, after made, pulled down. 


4th Mr. Cope's Difficulties, owing to a 
Mortgage. ; 


rth—Treaties with the two Temple Societies 


on Subjects of executing the Works, and paying 
the Monies, 


6th— 


< 
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6th—Paving the great Street, under the Sur- 
veyor's Orders. 


-th—Purchaſe of Mr. Plumer's Eftate, by 


the City Plans, Particulars. 


'8th—Ditto of Scot's Hall, mane Plans, 
Particulars, &c. 


gth—A Labourer, his Duty eſtabliſhed. 


_— 


10th—All the Diſputes between Parties, about 
Limits of their Ground in Streets, Paſſages, and 


Roads. 


Aich Receivers, Bathurſt, Biſhop, Slade; 
the two firſt very bad. 


1 2th—Raiſing Streets with Rubbiſh, and level- 
ling ; no Work, but a Labourer by the Day, but 


almoſt a Daily Attendance of Surveyor. 


13th—Great * about Water - Way, 
Eſfex-Stairs, 


14th—Others of the ſame Sort. 


Rc 


thr 
En 
and 
af 


fro 


ur- 


bout 


th— 
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1;th—Encroachment on Eaſt-Side of the 
Road, near Leaping-Bar. 


16th—The New Street from New - Road, 
through the Greyhound- Inn, to High- Street. 


17th Repreſentation to Surrey Tiuſtees, on 
Encroachments, bad State of Roads, &c. 


18th Rentals of Eſtates, Statements of Funds 
and Debts. 


1gth—Croſs-Roads to Weſtminſter-Bridge, 
laſt Propoſition. 


20th—Mr. Pardon's New Street, Eaſtward, 
from Great Road. 


21ſt—Mr. Norman's Paſſage, and Plan 
thereof made. 


220-—Pites: of the Bridge, which damaged 
Craft, 


23d—Repairs, and Care of Mr. Waſe's * 


Houſe, 


24th— 


— — — 
ae - 4. 
* , 
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2 4ch— Account of copper Money, C. May. 
nard's Contract, Three Years, 


22 


2 egth—Mr. Biſhog's Condutt and Defalcation 
during Mr. Bathurſt's Time. 


© > > 4 4 7 
e ut rs 


26th—Mr. Morley's Queſtion of Arrears. 


- — 
— - - . 


27th—Mr. Baileys Hoyle, the Welt- Side of 
Bridge- ee 


— r . OG GET wr ell. 
— — 2 . , 
2 — « " 


28th—Meſſages to, and with Bridewell-Hoſpi- 
tal. many. | 


29th—Intermediate Time, between Mr. 
Bathurſt's and Mr. Slade's Clerkſhip. 


goth—Great and extraordinary Trouble, 
with Bridge-Labourer, the firſt one. 


3 iſt Extraordinary Trouble on Pollards 
Contract, and ſettling thereof. — 


32d—Mr. Bocket's Front, Levels of ditto, and 
great Reſervoir backwards, 


33d— 


for 


Lay. 


tion 


of 
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33d—Plans of the Turner's Eſtates, and Parts 
adjacent, at Blackfriars- Stairs, in former Times, 
for the City. | 


24th—Front of Houſes belonging to the 
Pariſh of St. Andrew-Wardrobe. 


35th—The Stating of the Accounts on the 
26th of October 1778, and tranſpoſing of Money 
from one Fund to another. | 


'36th—A general State of the Funds made 
the 11th of November 178g. 


37th—Mile-Stones on Surrey-Roads, and 
Inſcription and Arms on Obeliſk. 


38ch Accounts made out; by Order of Par- 
liament, the 28th of February 1780, and pre- 
lented by Surveyor. 


39th An Encroachment on the New Road, 
oppoſite the Magdalen-Hoſpital. 


4oth—Claims for Damages to Toll- Houſes, 
&. and made Treaty thereon, 


4 41lt— 
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41f— The ſtating Accounts the 25th of Oe. = ®" 
tober 1780, tranſpoſing the Money from one be 
Fund to another. mh 
bei 
42d Eneroachments at Waterman s-Stairs we 
and Gates acrols. Co 
42d—Great extra Trouble on W 
Embankment. C 
44th—Plans of Licenſed Ground, made fot 
Committee of City Lands. 
45th Fhe Treaty on Onſlow Eſtate. 55 
Mr. 
46th—Damage by a Dung-Barge, the 14h MW Mr 
of February 178g. | Mr 
Mr, 


| oa Anais Surveys, Plans, Reports, MW Mr. 
| &c. on Mr. S. Wyat's Buildings, Surrey-Side. W Mr 


48—Woater-Way, oppoſite F leet-Ditch. Mr. 


| The Sub-Committee having fully deliberated 160 
if on this Matter, and conſidered of the remaining 
Buſineſs to be done by this Committee, were 


- unanimouſly of Opinion, that the ſaid Office : .. 
and 99 


at 9 
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and the Survepbe s Appointment thereto, ſhould 

be continued at One Hundred and Five Pounds 
per Annum ; and a ſpecial Report to that Effect 
being drawn up, was ſigned by all the Members 
preſent, and directed to be laid before the Grand 


3 Committee, by tlie Chairman. 
0 | — — 8 ; 
rg at bis e e- bike 
GUILD HALL, Maxcu 2, 1784, 
* At a GRAND COMMITTEE. | 
Preſent, N rs | &- 
Sir Tromas Harlizax, in che Chair. : 
Mr. Alder. Kircnzx, Mr. Hai, 3 
14h MW Mr. Dep. EL LIs Mf. Dep. Wirkixs, 
Mr. WIrsox, Mr. Cnarman, =_ 
Mr. Harn, ME Franonn,. 4 
Mr. Huxrokd, _ Mr. Dow ing, 2 
Mr. Dep. PRR or, Mr. PowsLt, 
Mr. CLEMENTS, Z Mr. SHARP, 
Mr. Ee. 2 


The Chairman of the Sub-Committee of the 
16th. Inſtant, preſented a Report on the Subject 
of the Continuance of the Surveyor's Salary, 
which was read in the following Words, viz- 


” 0 U . 5 That 
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FThat your Sub-Committee are of Opinion, 
* that although ſeveral of the Articles of Buſj. 
i neſs appointed for the Surveyor, on the goth 
„of March 1773, are now unneceſlary for the 
„Employment of a Surveyor; yet upon hear 
ing Mr. Mylne's Reaſons why ſuch Reſolutions 
* were then come to, and he clearly proving 
* that much other Buſineſs, not ſpecified in the 
* ſaid Reſolutions has been, and now is, per- 
* formed by him, — 


We are of Opinion, that the Salary of One 
* Hundred Guineas per Year, is by no Means 
e extravagant or improper, and ought to be con- 
t. tinued; carried unanimouſly.” 
Jauzs CHAPMAN, Joann CLEMENTS, | 
WILLIAu PoweLL, WILLIAM HaALLigR, 
WILIA HurrorD, RoBerT FRENCH, 
SYLVANUS HALL, JEREMIAH PERCY, 
Joann Ecuis, Tromas Trory, 


WIILIIAM SHARPE, THhoMAas HoLDSWORTH, 


CrnarLEes Wilkins, JonN PiNHORN. 
HENRY Major, | 


a 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, © That this Committee 
do agree with the ſaid Report of the _ 
© Sub-Committee.” 


2 No. 


N 


No. VII. 
Ma. 8 L AD E Awswih. 
To WILLIAM RI x, Eſq. Town-Clerk, 


Committee-Room, Black-Friars-Br idge, 
Aug. 12, 1784. 


SIR, 


| BEG Leave to inform you, in Anſwer to 
your Favour of the 6th Inſtant, that I have 
peruſed Mr. Dornford's Letters, and his Memo- 
rial, fince preſented to the Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the Aﬀertions lately 
circulated reſpecting the Affairs of the Corpo- 
ration; but as I do not find any Charge made 
againſt me in the Letters, and as the Author of 
them has, by his Memorial, waved all Obſer- 
vation reſpecting the Committee under which I 
have the Honour to act, there can be no Pro- 


priety, 
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priety, or Reaſon, for me to enter into any 


Thing in the Nature of a Defence, on the Oc. 


caſion. 


I will therefore only take the Liberty. of 
obſerving on the Fourth Letter, that the Author's 
poor. Man, therein alluded to, may eat his Loaf 
in Peace in Spa-Fields, or thoſe of Iſlington, 
where the Air is to the full as good as in St. 
George's- Fields; and ſeeing the Vicinity of 
Iſlington to the City-Side of the Bridge, his 
paſſing over it, in Preference, muſt: be con- 
ſidered as an optional Expence. This little Story 
muſt, therefore, be looked upon as an Appeal 
to the Paſſions, with Deſign to ſecure, the Pre- 
judices of the Court he addreſſes. 


4 Mr. Dornford's Compariſon of the Bridge to 
a Turnpike, betrays the greateſt Want of In- 
formation, and his Propoſal of making the 
Toll- Collectors anſwerable for the bad Money 
they take (which is the only ſpecious Thing in, 
his Letter) will, on Conſideration, be found 
wholly impradticable. Had the Author given 
himſelf the Trouble of attending at the Toll - 


Houſe, but one fine Evening, he would have, 
| been. 
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been convinced, how impoſſible it was for the 
Toll-Collectors to be very nice in examining 
the Quality of the Money they took ; and he 
would have ſeen, that while they. were cavilling 
about One Halfpenny, perhaps Ten Paſſengers 
would flip by without paying at all. There are, 
upon an Average, near Ten Thouſand Paſſen- 
gers go over the Bridge daily, and the greateſt 
Concourſe is at particular Seaſons, and at 
Hours (juſt before dark) when the Collectors 
have it leſs in their Power to examine the 
Money they take, without ſubjecting the Toll 
to a more maniſeſt Loſs : Add to this, that the 
Perſons who paſs the Bridge on Horſeback, 
frequently throw their Money on the Ground, 
and ride away, while the ColleQtor is picking 
It up. 


The Collegors Pay is no more than One. 
Guinea per Week, out of which they find their 
own Coals and Candles: How then can they 
provide the Means of anſwering for the Loſs ? 
Or in what Reſpect can the Tolls in Queſtion 
be compared to any Turnpike upon Earth ? 
If there is an Analogy, let Mr. Dorrford point 
it out, and ſpecify the Remedy. 


With 
f 
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With reſpect to any other Matters, I beg FOOTY 
Leave to refer the Committee to the printed 
Report lately given in, and have the Honout 
to remain, | | 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM SLADE. 


Defent 
nuatio! 
cannot 
ges age 
liſtent 
fleman 


No. VIII. 
Mr. VILLETTE's ANSWER. 


To the Worſhipful Committee appointed to 
mquare into the Aſſertions lately circu- 
lated reſpecting the Affairs of the Cor- 
poration, and to report their Opinion 
thereon to the Court of Common-Coun- 
cal, EI. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AVING received a Letter from Mr. 
Town-Clerk, to deliver in Writing my. 
Defence againſt the fly and hypocritical Inſi- 
nuations of Fidelo, I beg Leave to ſay, that E 
cannot think be has brought any abſolute Char- 
ges againſt me; for it would be highly incon- 
lſtent with a Man of his Integrity; as that Gen- 
{leman muſt well remember what Compliments 
he. 
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he once paid me, relative to the conſcientious 
Diſcharge of my miniſterial F union, till, un. 
| happily for me, I had a Diſpute with him 
about one of the Preachers of the Foundery, 
who wanted to ſhare with. me in the Labours 
of my Office, and who, I was apprehenſive, 
might have been glad, likewiſe, to partake of 
the Profits of it. However, Gentlemen, with 
Regard to any Neglect, I appeal to the Candour 
of the Sheriffs, who, I make no Doubt, will 
inform you, that Fidelio is wrong, in ſaying, 
that the Sheriffs have lately given Orders for 
Prayers to be read in the Week-Days; whereas 
it is well known, I have performed that Duty 
ever ſince I was appointed Chaplain to the 
Gaol. All that the Sheriffs mention in their 
Book of Regulations, reſpeQing religious Duty i is, 
That during divine Service, both on Sundays 
« and Pray er-Days, all Priſoners who vill not 
attend Chapel, ſhall be locked up in their 
Wards, that they may not diſturb thoſe who are 
© better diſpoſed :”—To that Book, therefore, 
for the Credit of what I now ſay, I would wiſh 
to refer you. Fidelio likewiſe aſks, whether I 
dedicate, according to Agreement, my whole 
Time to the inſtructing the Ignorant, and re- 
claiming the Wicked? If he means, by giving 
| up 


Aug. 
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up my whole Time, Whether I hold any ec- 


dleſiaſtical Preferment ? I anſwer him, No. 1 


have no other Church Duty than aſſiſting the 
Curate of the Pariſh, at my Leiſure-Hours, 
wherein I reſide, and which is, by no Means, 
incompatible with that of my own; but if it 
ſhould be deemed contrary to Agreement by 
the honourable Court of Aldermen, I am willing 
to comply with their Orders.——Gentlemen, 
as I dou't care to trouble you any further, I have 
only to add, that if the pious, the good, and ami- 
able Fidelio, has any ſpecific Charge to bring 
againſt me, I am ready, when called upon, to 
give him, and the worſhipful Committee, as far 
as I am able, a ſatisfactory Anſwer. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient and 


Humble Servant, 


J. VILLETTE, 
Ordinary of Newgate, 


Aug. 11, 1784. 


& F yy; tent 

— e ” 2 the 
| | Priſc 
No. EX. man 
| ; my < 
Mx. OLNEY's AnsWER, of Y 
| Aſſid 
; . 3 Invel 
To the Worſhipful Committee for inquiring Wer 
into the Aſſertions lately circulated equal 
reſpefting the Affairs EY the "ER a Expe 
tion, Sc. ways 
Medi 
| GENTLEMEN, Ws that y 
that 1 
N inſpe&ting the Pamphlet referred to in in Mi 
Mr. Town-Clerk's Letter, I obſerve nothing remits 
rel ating to me, as Surgeon of Newgate, except increa 


what is contained in Page go, which was refuted Healtl 
by the Debtors themſelves, in the Morning- 
Chronicle, immediately on its firſt Publication 
in that Paper; nor can my Non-Reſidenge 
(which is with the Concurrence of the honour- 
able the Court of Aldermen) be of Conſequence, 
Mr. Yates, of Snow-Hill, being ever ready to 
aſſiſt me on Accidents or Emergencies. The 


Author of the Pamphlet (however good his In- 
tent) 


Newin gti 
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tent) proceeds on Miſinformation, in calling 
the Place a Sinecure ; the great Number of 
Priſoners neceſſarily engroſs much Time and 
many Medicines ; the Health of the Gaol and 
my Succeſs in Practice for a continued Series 
of Vears, are demonſtrative of my Care and 
Aſſiduity. Far from being a Sinecure, on 
Inveſtigation (I have not the leaſt Doubt) the 
Salary, hitherto granted, will appear very inad- 
equate to the Time requiſite for Attendance and 
Expence unavoidably incurred to ſupply be- 
tween Five and Six Hundred Priſoners- with 
Medicine, &c. I therefore entreat, Gentlemen, 
that you will conſider an Addition neceſſary, 
that I may be enabled to ſupport my Expehce 
in Medicines, and aided to continue my un- 
remitted Attendance, on ſo increaſed, and ſtill 
increaſing a Number of Priſoners ; as with their 
Healths, your own is ſo evidently connected. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient 


Humble Servant, 


RICHARD OLNEY. 
Newington, Surrey, Aug. 11; 1784. 


No. 


No. X. 


The Anſwer of RichARD AKERMAN, 
Keeper of Newgate, to the Charges 
againſt him in the Letters ſigned 
Fidelio, | 


To the Worſhipful Committee appointed to 
enquire into the Aſſertions reſpecting 
the Affairs of the Corporation, Oc. 


1. L'IDELIOꝰs firſt Article, Page 26, ſays, 
That the Fees taken at Newgate for every 


* Debtor diſcharged, are Eighteen Shillings and 
* Tenpence.” 


Mr. Akerman begs Leave to remark, that this 
Aﬀertion is abſolutely falſe ; the Debtors Fee is 
no more than Eight Shillings and Tenpence, and 
it ſeems a little extraordinary, that Fidelio ſhould 

have 


* bs Ho © © 
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have quoted Mr. Howard's Table in ſupport of 
this Untruth, as in that Table the Fees for 
Diſcharges are correctly ſtated. 


2, © For every Felon, ſays Fidelio, the Fees 
* are Eighteen Shillings and Tenpence. For all 
* Miſdemeanors, the Fees, ſays he, are Fourteen 
* Shillings and Tenpence.“ 


Mr. Akerman admits the Fees ſtand thus in the 
Table; but he declares, that from the Poverty 
of thoſe unfortunate Offenders, he forgives many 
more of them their Fees, than he receives. 


3. For every Perſon admitted into the 
* Preſs-Yard, Three Pounds Three Shillings.” 


This Fee is never taken ; but has been redu- 
ced to One Pound One Shilling for many Years 
paſt, | 2 


“For every Bailable Warrant, fays Fidelio, 
* Three Pounds, Six Shillings, and Eightpence.” 


This Fee is not paid by One out of Twelve, 
who are bailed from the Cauſe mentioned in 
the Anſwer to Article the 2d. | 

4 4- © Many 


of Perſons confined for ſmall Debts. 
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4. Many poor Debtors lay for Months, 
* becauſe they are not able to raiſe theſe Fees, 
* though the Creditor has forgiven the Deht, 
* eſpecially the poor Court of Conſcience 
* Debtors.” Page 27. 


Mr. Akerman never ſuffered any diſtreſſed Per. 
ſons to lie as above aſſerted. When the Court 
of Conſcience Debtors pay Fees, they are only 
Four Shillings and Sixpence inſtead of Eight 
Shillings and Tenpence, as may be ſeen in the 
Pamphlet publiſhed by the Society for the Relief 
Debtors 
are never detained in Newgate aſter they have 
been releaſed by their Creditors. And in ſeve- 
ral Inſtances of Diſtreſs, Mr. Akerman has paid 
the Debt and Coſts, and given up his Fees into 
the Bargain. | 


5. Page 27, Speaking of Garniſh, Fidelio 
ſays, * Nor will the Gaoler attempt to hinder 
this, when the Money is to be ſpent in the 
Liquor which he ſells.” 5 


Every poſſible Method is taken by Mr. Aler- 
man and his Servants, to prevent this and all 


other Kinds of Oppreſſion in the Priſon. Any 
Perſon 


Yes 
Priſon 
call tl 
he 1s C 


7, 
Incom 
&c. 


Mr. 
Article 
freque 


Numb 


a Rigl 


Morni 


s elter; 


— ˙ A . , . . . ! 26. - ati. 4 


Ib © ua A 
- 


0 


I 
y 
n 


Mr. Ax ERMAN's Anſwer. 113 


Perſon being found to extort Garniſh, or to 
behave riotouſly, by taking off the Prifoners 
Clothes, &c. ſo far from being encouraged, is, 
on Proof being brought, puniſhed. by Confine- 
ment in the Cells. 


6. Speaking of the Donations, Fidelio aſks, 
« Is any proper Perſon appointed to receive and 
pay theſe Donations, and keep the Accounts?“ 


Yes. A Perſon of ſober. Conduct, whom the 
Priſoners chuſe. from among themſelves, and 
call their Steward. Upon any Miſbehaviour, 
he 1s diſplaced, and another choſen in his Room: 


7. Fidelio, Page 29, Mentions the large 
Income from Fees, Perquiſites from Fetters, 
ke. 


Mr. Akerman has declared in his Anſwer to 
Article 2, how few he takes Fees from;- and 
frequently at the End of every Seſſions, diſmiſſes 
Numbers of Perſons (gratis) from whom he has 


a Right to demand Fees; Ten or Twelve in a, 


Morning. No Perquiſites are ever taken for 


Fetters. 


8. Fidelia 
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8. Fidelio mentions the Quantities of Wine 
and Porter ſold. 


Mr. Akerman endeavours to prevent any bad 
Effects ariſing from an immoderate Uſe of theſe 
Liquors, which he truſts are as good of their 
Kind as can be had in this great City. The 
Prices are as low, and the Meaſures as good, as 
at any public Place of Reputation. Small-Beer 
may be purchaſed of the Debtors ! in the Gaol, 
without any Difficulty. 

9. Does the Keeper en attend 
« Divine Service ?”—* I fear not,” ſays Fidelio 


Mr. Akerman is obliged to Fidelio for the In- 
tereſt he takes in his ſpiritual Affairs, as well as 
temporal, He does attend Divine Service, 
whenever it is convenient to him. 


10. In Scotland, ſays Fidelio (Page 30) 
all Priſoners, if cleared, are diſcharged and 
* let out of Court without Fees.” 


Mr. Akerman declares all Priſoners, on being 
cleared, are diſcharged from Court without pay- 


ing * Fees. This has been the Practice for 
theſe 


1 a rH mms . 


. 0 
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theſe Forty Years paſt ; no Priſoners that he 
knows of, having been detained after their 
Acquittal for Fees of any Kind. 


11. Thoſe heavy Fetters, complains Fide- 
*« lis (Page go) are a Dilgrace to our Country. 
„If a Man has Money to pay the Gaoler, he 
has no Fetters, or very light ones; but if he is 
poor, though leſs criminal, he is loaded with 
them.“ | 


This Aſſertion is equally falſe and Hliberal. 
The Irons in common Uſe in Newgate are much 
lighter than thoſe worn in any of the County 
Gaols in England, Scotland, or Ireland. Heavy 
Irons are not put upon Priſoners becauſe they 
are poor, but only when they endeavour to 
eſcape, or have been guilty of ſome violent 
. 


12. In the King's-Bench, ſays Fidelio, all 
* Debtors are diſcharged after they become 
" * ſuperſedeable.”—A nd aſks, * If it would not be 

more politic to do ſo in Newgate ?—As it is 
** inhuman to detain them aſter they have been 
> releated by their Creditors,” 


«oy Debtors 


—— — —— —— * 
24 
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Debtors are never detained in Newgate after | 
they have ſuperſeded the Actions againſt them, = 
and obtained their Diſcharges from the Sheriff's 


Office. 


RICHARD AK ERMAN. 


To 


N 
Com 


Ne 
How 


No. XI. 


No. XI. 


Mr. KIRBY's Answzs. 


To the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the Aſſertions lately circulated reſpect- 
ing the Affairs of the Corporation, &c; 


1 JOHN KIRBY, Keeper of Wood - Street- 
Compter, conſider it my Duty to certify to 
the above Committee, that ſo far as relates to 
my Conduct as a Gaoler, every Aſſertion in 
Fidelio's Letter, refleQing on the Condutt of the 
Compter-Keepers, are falſe and malignant Lies. 


No Priſoner ever continued Twenty-four 
Hours in my Cuſtody for the Fees. 


The Fees are not Sixteen Shillings and Eight- 
pence, as he ſets ſorth; but every Debtor on the 
Maſter Side pays Eight Shillings and Tenpence, 

| and 


o 
on ens. We WT 


* 


undd on the Common Side, Eight Shillings. - The 
"Tabic of Fees are hung up publicly in the Priſon, 


| but it frequently happens, that at the firſt En- 


pence; indeed, in many Inſtances, Priſaners|both 
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The Keeper cannot carve for himſelf; for in 
the ſame Table of Fees, which were ſettled by 
AR of Parliament, is ſet forth how much each 
Priſoner ſhall pay per Week for Lodging, which 
is, if I find Bed, Bedding, and Sheets, Two 
Shillings and Sixpence per Week ; if Two in a 


Bed, Fiftcenpevee each, and no more. 


Garniſh is a Matter unknown to the Keeper; 


trance of a Thief, the Thieves will plunder him; 
yet if he complains thereof, or I get the leaſt 
Knowledge af ſuch a Thing, I always puniſh the 
Offenders; and if they are not able to make 
Reſtitution, I make SatisfaQian to the injured 
Party my ſelf. | 


| I never drink with any Priſoner at his Ex- 


eat and drink at mine, without ever my demand - 
ing of them One Penny. 


All Priſoners diſcharged by the Society fr 
Relief and Diſcharge of paor Dehtors, I'take 


no 
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no more for my Fees than Two Shillings and 
Sixpence, out of which I pay always One 
Shilling. | 


The above are real FaQg, in Witneſs whereof 
I have here ſubſcribed my Name. 


— — ——̃ Oo — f— — —ͤ ̃ — R@0- — 


Auguſt 12, 1784. 


JOHN KIRBY. 


; 1 No. XII. | 
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No. XII. 
Mr. WES T's ANSWER, 


To the Worſhipful Committee appointed Augu 
to inquire into the Aſertions lalely cir- 


culated reſpecting the Affairs of the Cor. 
poration, &c. 


N Anſwer to an Aſſertion that has been 
made in a Letter, figned Fidelio, addreſſed 

to the Common-Council of the City of London, 
reſpecting the Sum of Sixteen Shillings and 
Eightpence, received by the Keeper for the 
Diſcharge of every Priſoner from the City- Comp- 
ter, I anſwer as Keeper of the Poultry-Compter, 
that I never claimed or received any other or 
greater Sum than Nine Shillings, which Sum 
has been received by my Predeceſſors in Office 
for more than a Century paſt, and have ever 
done my utmoſt when a Perſon has been con- 


e | fined 


9 
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fined for a ſmall Debt, or Fees only, to apply to 
ſome humane Individual, or public Body, to 
diſcharge the ſame, and have been ſo far ſuc- 

ceſsful, that I can declare I never had a Priſoner 
lay above Two or Three Days (except by their 
own Will) for Fees, ſince I have been a 
Keeper of the Compter. | 


Augult 12, 1784. 


HENRY. WEST. 


' © as 
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No. XIII. 


W 


Short State of the annual Buſineſs of the 
Comptroller's Office, for which no Bills 


are made. 


To attend the Court of Common- Council 
A upon all Occaſions, and to attend the 
Court of Aldermen, and Lord-Mayor, Sheriffs, 
&c. whenever neceſſary. 


To take Care of the Title Deeds, Leaſes, 
Plans, and Evidences of the City's Property, 
and all other Deeds, Books, Papers, and Pro- 
ceedings, in his Cuſtody; to regiſter and 
box them regularly as they increaſe, and make 
proper Indexes for finding them when wanted. 


To perambulate frequently the City's Eſtate, 
to obſerve the Condition of their Lands, Houſes, 
Buildings, &c. to prevent Encroachments there- 


on, to ſuggeſt any Improvements which may be 
praQticable, 


_praf 
for t 
com} 
the B 
Rent: 
Rent; 
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pradlicable, and do every Thing in his Power 
for the Care and Preſervation of them. To 
compile the General Rental of the City“ Eſtate, 
the Roll of Rent Farms, the Rental of Broker's 
Rents, the Rental of Conduit-Mead Eſtate, the 
Rental of the Finſbury Eſtate, and the Rental 
of Petiy-Rents; the Accounts of Fines receiv- 
ed for Leaſes, Monies ariſing by Sales of Offices, 
or by any other Atts of the Committee of City- 
Lands, to attend the, Auditors of the City's Ac- 
counts, to produce and examine ſaid Rentals, 
Ke. as a Check againſt the Chamberlain, and 
e o produce the Contracts and Proceedings of the 
„ Committee, and the Accounts of Collectors, &c. 
as Vouchers to the Auditors, 


$, To examine all Leaſes to and from the City, 

y, und all Deeds, Conveyances, and Agreements 

o- Wl 'clating to the City's Eſtates, and to prepare 

nd and fign Dockets thereof, for paſſing the City 
Seal. 1 


To provide proper Clerks, to attend daily at 
the Office, for the Purpoſe of giving all neceſſary 
Information to the Members of the Corpora- 
ton, the Tenants of the City, the Receivers of 
Rents, and Collectors of Tolls; &c. and to ex- 

5 ecute 
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ecute the common Routine of Buſineſs, as con- the 
nected with the Chamberlain, Town-Clerk, So- Pl; 
licitor, Surveyor, Builders, Workmen, &c. Bu 

; 5 ed, 


To enter in a Book all the Admiſſions and Bo 
Diſcharges of Brokers by the Court of Alder- 
men, to obtain Certificates of Brokers' Deaths, 
and the beſt Account, from Time to Time, of 
their Places of Abode, and to publiſh and cir- 
culate the Annual Liſt, 


To prepare an Abſtratt of the Orphans' Add, 
and to ſee the ſame printed and circulated to 
the Collectors, &c. | 


To prepare for the Committee of City Lands, 1 
at their firſt Meeting, the Particulars of all Eſta 
Leaſes, &c. within Three Years of expiring, and 
and of all Buſineſs left unfiniſhed by the former that 
Committee, 


To attend the Chairman of the Grand and 
Sub-Committees frequently, and to attend other 
Members occafionally. _ 


To prepare Papers of Buſineſs for all Grand 


and Sub-Committees, and make fair Copies ſor 
the 


* 


* 


he 
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the Chairman, to collect and DEE all Deeds ; 
Plans, Papers, and Proceedings, relative to the 
Buſineſs; to write Letters to all Perſons concern- 
ed, and to enter all material Letters in a 


Book. 


- To attend all Sub-Commitades and Views, 
take Minutes of their Proceedings, Particulars 
of Views, &c. afterwards to draw the ſame more 


at large, and enter them in the Minute- Book. 


To draw all Reports of the Sub-Committee, 
make fair Copies to ſign, and enter them in the 


Journal of the Grand- Committee. 


To prepare all Aberenifeticnt for Leving 
Eſtates, Sale of Offices, Repair of Buildings, &c. 
and make Copies for the ſeveral Printers: io ſee 
that they are regularly publiſhed ; to prepare 
Particulars for the Bidders, Workmen, &c. and 
give them all neceſſary Information; and to draw 
and make fair Copies of all Contracts and Agree- 
ments thereon, and to enter the fame in Books 
to be ſigned. 


To attend all Grand Committees, enter their 
Proceedings 1 in Minute-Book, afterwards to draw 
4 a full 
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a full Narrative thereof, make fair Copy: to bi 
read at their next Meeting, and then to . 
the ſame in the Journal. 3 3 


To draw all Reports * the Grand Com- 


mittee to the Court of Common- Council, make 


fair Copies to ſign, and to enter the ſame with 


the Orders of the Court Seb in the Joarzal. 


To make fair Oi of all Orders of Grand 
and Sub-Committees, to deliver them to the 
Surveyor, or other Perſons to whom they relate, 
and to enter ſuch Delivery in a Book. | 


To compile the Journal of the Grand Com- 
mittee, and the Minute-Book of the Sub-Com- 


mittee, to examine the ſame; and make Indexes x 


thereto. 


To make Extras, for the Chamberlain, of all 
Grants and Contracts whereon Rent is reſerved, 
in order that he may know what he is o receive 
of the Tenants. 


To make Extracts, for the Surveyor, of all 


Grants and Contrafts, wherein any Sums of 
Money 


Mon 
pairs, 
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of all 
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Money are to be expended in Building or Re- 


pairs, Or any particular Works to be performed: 


To enter all Bills of Comptroller, Solicitor, 
Remembrancer, Surveyor, &c. in Bill-Books, 
and to obtain Copies of all Workmen's Bills, 


5 To enter in a Book the Names, Rents, &c. 
of all Tenants at Will, as a Check againſt 


the Collectors, and to examine their Ac- 
counts, &c. 


To examine all Papers, 3 under the ni | 


rection of the Committee of City-Lands. 


To on Warrants to be ſigned by the Com- 


mittee, for all Sums paid by their Order, and. 


to enter the ſame in the Journal, and alſo in the 
nnn 


No. 


— — mad —» — 


1752. 


No. XIV. 


Short State of Increaſe of Buſineſs be- 
fore the Committee of City-Lands, 
fince the Year 1749. 


EFERENCES from Common- 
Council for diſpoſing of the Places 
of Secondary and Common-Hunt. 


Purchaſes for making as Orea at 
Queenhithe. 

Paurchaſe of Buildings to be taken down 
in Alderſgate-Street. 


Reference from Court of Aldermen for 
diſpoſing of the Place of Meal-Weigher. 


1753- Diſputes with Mr. Rauſtorne reſpekting 
| Ground in Leadenhall- Market. ; 


1753 


17 


17 


17 


1 


JI 
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1753- Reference from Common-Councit for 
removing the Borough-Market. 


Examination of Arrears of the Orphans- 
Tax, to prevent Deficiences, the City hav- 


ing paid Twenty-One Thouſand Seven 


Hundred and Thirty-Five Pounds, Seven- 
teen Shillings, and Nine-Pence, for their 
Neglect in ſome former Years. 


Treaties with the Prebendary of Finſ- 
bury, for granting a new Leaſe to the 
City. 


1754. References from Common-Council, in 


Relation to the Conduit-Mead Eſtate. 


Reference from Common-Council for 
conſidering a better Method of Letting the 
City's Eſtates, and many Reſolutions, 
Reports, &c. thereon. 


1755. Reference from Common-Council re- 
lating to the making a Ferry at Ratcliffe, 
and Road thereto. 
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Sale and Reſale of the — of Sword- 


n 


Purchaſes for making an Opening i into 
| Alderſgate-Stret 


2, Reſerence from Common-Council, and 
- Diſputes relating to the Dog-Houſe-Bar. 


Suit at Law with Sir Cri iſbe Gaſcoyne, 
about Sab's-Dock. 


Reference from Common- Council for 
diſpoſing of all ſaleable Places. 


F rs Purchaſes for making an > Open: 


ing at Queenhithe, 


Diſpute with Vintners. Company, about 
a Paſſage in Leadenhall-Market, and a 
new Paſſage made into Lime-Street thro' 
Buildings taken for that Purpoſe, 


1 _ Recovery of 8 by kjed- 


ment for Non-Payment of Rent, and ſub- 
ſequent Care thereof, | 


1758, 


1780 


175 


433 


4758. Difpme with the Fiſhmongers-Compa- | 
ny, relating to Queenkithe Dock, &c. 


STATE Or TAE IncxzAss, dc, 


: Reference from Common-Council res 
ſpelting the City's Eſtates in and adjoining 
to Leadenhall-Market. 


1759. Reference from Common-Council for 
purchaſing Fee-Farm-Rents. 


Reference for inquiring into the Fees, 
&c. of the Office of City- Marſhal. 


Conveyance of Royal Contraft Eſtates 


to new Truſtees. 


Reference from Common-Council for 
taking down Aldgate and Cripplegate, and 
ſubſequent Orders for taking down che 
Remainder of the City's Gates 


Suits at Law with the Waggoners, &c. 
in Newgate-Market.  - 


Application 0 Parliament for an AQ 
for widening Streets, c. 


S 5 1760. 


134 
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1760. Reference from Common-Council re. 


1761. 


1762. 


lating to the Suppreſſion of Bartholomew 
and Southwark Fairs. 


| Application to Parliament for removing 


Butchers, &c. out of the public Streets. 


Suits at Law with ä in Leaden- 
hall-Market. 


Reference from Common- Council for 
removing the Priſoners from Ludgate to 
the London-Workhouſe, and Purchaſes 
made purſuant thereto. | 


Purchaſes for making a Street from 


'Crutched-Friars to the Minories. 


Application to Parliament for making 
a Street from Moorgate to the Manhon- 


Houſe, and many other Improvements. 


Reference ſrom Common-Council for 
inquiring into the Nature and Duty, &c. 


of the Oliice of Water-Bailiff. 


1763 · 


176 


176 


1766 
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1763. Reference from Common - Council, and 

Proceedings n the Office of 
Coroner, -- 


1764. Proceedings and Agreement for pur- 
. chaſing, at the Price of Twenty-Four 
Thouſand Pounds, a Reverſionary Leaſe 

of Part of the pier 57g 


| Purchaſe for widening the North- Eaſt 
Corner of the Old-Jewry.. 


Reference from Common-Council, and 
Proceedings on Mr. Dingley's Memorial, 
for making a new Street oppoſite the 
Manſion-Houſe, &c. 


1765. Orderof Common-Council for remov- 
ing the Green-Yard, and the Purchaſe, 
&c, thereupon. 


Reference from Common-Council on 
the Application of the Proprietors of the 
London-Bridge Water-Works. | | 


1766, Order of Common-Council for widen- 
ing the Paſſage between Great and Little 
Tower-Sireets. | 1766, 


— — — Rr 
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plication to Parliament for making a Re. 
ſervoir in Moorfields, &c. | 


Application to Parliament for amend- 
ing the Act for widening Streets, &c. 


1967. Oppoſition to Mr. Dingley's Application 


to Parliament for a Leaſe of the Finſbuty 
Eſtate, &c. | 


| Purchaſes for widening the Entrance 
into St. Paul's Church-Yard. 


Purchaſes for widening the Eaſt-end of 
Leadenhall-Street. 


Purchaſes for widening the Eaſt-end of 
Lombard-Str cet, 


Purchaſes for widening Aldermanbury- 
Poſtern. 


1968. Diſputes, & e. about building on Old- 
Bethlem Burying-Ground. 


1768. 


1766. Oppoſition to Mr. Deputy Long's Ap- 


170 


176 


177 


STATE Ot THE Luck EASx, &c. 137 


1768. Purchaſes for making Avenues to Ame- 
rica- Square in the Minories. 


Purchaſes for widening Snow-Hill. 


1769. Suits in Chancery, &c. about the Ar- 
rears of Rent for Honey-Lane and Fleet- 
Markets. 


Reference from Common-Council for 
widening the Noith-End of Mark-Lane. 


1770. Reference from Common-Council to 
inquire into the legal Emoluments, &c. 
of the Office of Upper-Marſhal. 


Reference to carry into Execution the 
Ad of Parliament for a new Leafe of the 
Finſbury Eſtate. 


Purchaſes for widening Poar-Jewry- 
Lane, &c. 


Purchaſes for widening St. Dunſtan's- 
Hill. | 


Purchaſe for a Paſſage at the End of 
Token-Houſe-Vard. 


1771. 
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1771. Treaties with the Artillery-Company, 
for renewing their Leaſes, c. 


Purchaſes for widening Barbican, and 


Pickaxe-Street, 


Expiration of Leafes of Leadenhall, 
Fleet, and Honey-Lane-Markets, fince 
kept in the City's Hands. 


Suits in Chancery reſpecting Ware- 
| houſes erefted on London-Wall. 


Purchaſe for widening Broad-Street- 
Buildings. 


1772, Support of a Bill in Parliament for re- 
gulating Buildings and Party-Walls, &c. 


Purchaſe of Sheds before St. Dunſtan's 
Church in Fleet-Street. 


References from Common- Council on 


the Diſputes between the Packers Porters 


and Tackle- Houle Porters. 


Purchaſes for making an Opening into 


Queen- Street at Ratcliffe. 


1773. 


177 


1770 


1776. 
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1773. Memorial of the Commiſſioners for 
paving St. Mary-le-Bone, for Removal 
of Conduits, &c. 


1774. The Care of the City's Duties of 
Package and Scavage, Examination of 
Collectors, auditing their Accounts, &c. 


1775. Purchaſe for widening the North-End 
of Bread Street. 


Inquiry into the Expences of eretting 
Hoards before dangerous Buildings, &c. 
and the Method of recovering the ſame. 


Reference from Common- Council on 
the Petition of the Marſhal's Men, &c. 


Purchaſes for making a Street from 
Houndſditch to St. Mary-Axe. 


Diſpute about Ground at Black-Friars, 
uſed by the new Bridge-Committee. - 


1776, Proceedings on Mr. Hartley's Deſign 
for ſecuring Buildings againſt Fire. 


1776. 
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| bout the Office of 9 


Purchaſe for widening the Corner of 
M1 a am a | | 


1977. Abe 0 to Parliament for an Ad 
for making a Sewer for the Ule of the 
Finſbury Eſtate. - 


EjeAment to recover Poſſeſſion of 
Ground i in Dover - Street. 


b on Lord Mahon. and Mr, 
Denham's Deſigns for preventing the Ef 
fees * _ 0. | 


| r from Conmon-Contell for 
videning the South- End of Creed-Lane. 


Expiration of the Leaſe if the Sheep- 
Pens and Rails in Smitbfield, and ſubſe- 
quent Care of them. 


Reference ſrom Common-Council te- 
lating to che Entrance from Cheapſide into 
Bucklerſbury. 


1777. 


1 1776. Ane from Common- Council a-. 


17 


17 
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1777. Diſputes concerning the Piles and 


Stairs at Sab's-Dock. 


1778. Second Application for an Act of Par- 


liament for draining the Finſbury Eſtate. 


Purchaſe of Leaſehold-Intereſt in 
Houſes in the Old-Bailey, ſince laid into 
the Street. | 


Reference from Common-Council to 
inquire into the Juriſdiction of the 
Mayor's-Court, and another Reference on 


| the Petition of one of the Attornies. 


Application to Parliament for making 


a Street from Moorfields to Biſhopſgate- 


Street, and from Chiſwell-Street to Bar- 
bican, and Proceedings reſpecting ſeveral 
other Adds connected therewith. 


Bonds, &c. given as diredted by the 
ſaid Acts, and charged upon the Orphans' 
Fund. * 5 


Purchaſes for carry ing the ſaid Att into 
Execution. 


T 1778. 


— — 2 
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1778. 


1779. 
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Purchaſe from Mr. Plumer of an Eſtate | 
at Black-Fr1 riars. | 


Reference from Common-Council, and 


Proceedings relating to- the Seſſions- 


Papers. 


Purchaſes for widening the South-End 
of Billiter-Lane. 


Purchaſe for 1 the North-Eaſt 
Corner of ſewin- Street. 


Reference from Common-Council on. 
the Petitions of the Yeomen of the Water- 
Side and Oyſter-Meters, and Suits with 
Proprietors of Oyſter-Grounds, &c. 


\ Purchaſe for widening the South-End 


of Walbrook. 


Trials at Law with the Inhabitants of 
Finchley, reſpetting the Duties on Hay, 
&c. in Smithfield. 


Conveyance of Royal Contratt Eſtates 
to new Truſtees. 


17 80. 


178 


17 
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1780. References from Common-Council, - 
and Diſcharge of Claims on Account of, 
the Riots. | 


1781, Trials at Law with the FaQors, relating 
to the Water-Bailliage on Corn, &c. 
Rehearings in the Court of Exchequer, | 
and Writ of Error in Parhament, 


Purchaſe of ſeveral Eſtates from the 
Committee for Black-Friars-Bridge. 


Appointment of a Keeper, and auditing 
Accounts, &c. of Bunhill-Fields Burying- 
Grounds. 


Reference from Common-Council, and 
Proceedings about a Guard at Newgate. 


Report for reviving the AR of Parlia- 
ment for regulating the driving of Cattle, 
Kc. 


1782. Purchaſe for completing the Improve- 
ment in Wormwood- Street. 


1782. 
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1782. Purchaſe from the Governors of the 1784 
Scottiſh-Hoſpital, of their Hall, &c. at 
Black-Friars. | 


Purchaſe of Houſes in White-Croſs. 
Street, &c. | 


1783. Application to Parliament for widening 
Fenchurch-Street, and the Old Jewry. 


Purchaſes for widening Fenchurch- 
Street. 


Treaties for other Purchaſes at Black- 
Friars, and Proceedings relating to Open- 
ings and Improvements thereto. 


Particular Examination of Arrears due N. 
from the City's Tenants, and from Bro- of C 
kers and Collectors of the Orphans' Tax, Twe 
&c. Twel 

mon 


1 784. Purchaſes for widening the North-End 
of Billiter-Lane. 


Purchaſes for widening the South-End 
of the Old-Jewry, 
2 | | 1784. 


STATE OF THE INCREASE, &c. 145 


1784. Purchaſe of the Freehold of Scots- 
Hall, &c. 


Purchaſes for improving Honey-Lane- 
Market. | | 


Contract for fitting up Guildhall for 
Lord-Mayor's-Day for Seven Years. — 


Reference from Common- Council, and 
Proceedings relating to widening the En- 
trance into Caſtle-Vard. 


Reference from Common- Council, and 
Proceedings reſpecting the Corner of St. 
Mary-Hill. 


N. B. Before the Year 1756, the Committee 
of City-Lands conſiſted of Six Aldermen and 
Twelve Commoners, but was then increaſed to 
Twelve Aldermen and Twenty-Four Com- - 
moners, 


No. 
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No. XV. 
Copy of a Bill for a Leaſe from the City. 
Mr. | | vhs Dr. 


To Mr. Hv Parke, Clerk of the Chamber. 


Engroſſing Leaſe and Counterpart— ( s. d. 


Four SKIES {6} ooo oor SSN 
OOO 41 eee e 114 
Fees at the Seal (6) Ph LEE UNO: 114 6 

£5 8 6 

Mr. Comprroller's A 4 7 6 
Clerk of the Works for the Plans. 1 1 0 
Hall-Keeper %% ISIS; LL o 10 0 
OR OR —— , ALES LADS 1 1 
4 


— SY 


EXPLANATION 


(a) It was anciently the Buſineſs of the Clerk of 


the Chamber to engroſs all City-Leaſes, &c. but 
Xs that 


* X 
1 * 
9 
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that Practice has been diſcontinued more than a 


Century, and the Whole has been prepared by 
the Comptroller ; the Clerk of che Chamber re- 


tains his Fee of Fiſteen Shillings each ſor the 


firſt Pair of Skins, and Ten Shillings each for 
every additional Pair, out of which he allows the 


Comptroller the Expence of engroſling, being 


Three Shillings or Four Shillings a Skin, 


() The following Perſons are entitled to Fees 
upon affixing the City's Seal to Leaſes, &c, _.. 
4 > 


Chamberlain“ Wo 
TOWN-CIEHK- n „ $0 
Comptroller 9 PETE S AVER 10 2 
Sword-Bearer 9 e 
Clerk of the Chamber 8 8 
Chamberlain's Clerk 3 1 
Two Yeomen of the Chamber 1 0 

Z 1 14 > 


(c) The Comptroller ſettles the NO WIR of | 


the Premiſes with the Clerk of the Works, 
draws, engroſſes, examines, and ſigns the Leaſe, 
* The Chamberlain provides Parchment for Leaſes 


and Counterparts, at an Expence of about Nine billing: 
a Pair, on an Av erage. 


attends | 
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attends the ſigning thereof by two Members of 
the Committee of City-Lands, and the Execu- 
tion by the Truſtees (if a Truſt Eſtate) and finally 
witneſſes the Execution of the Counterpart. 


Ihe Comptroller's Fees, like the Clerk of 
the Chamber's, increaſe at the Rate of Twenty 
Shillings for each additional Pair of Steins. 


The Ghlestes have always contained ſpe- 
_ cial Covenants, and thoſe Covenants have been 
increaſed of late Years; ſo that in the general 
Practice at preſent, and particularly under the 
late Act of Parliament, which limits the Con- 
tents of a Skin of Parchment, the Whole might 
be fairly extended to Three, and many of. them 
to Four Skins, yet Nineteen out of every 
Twenty continue to be included in Two Skins, 
as will appear by inſpecting the Leaſes granted 
for ſeveral Years paſt, at which Rate the above 
iD is made. 3 


| N. B. The Comptroller, Sword-Bearer, Clerk 
of the Chamber, Clerk of the Works, Hall- 
Keeper, and Yeomen of the Chamber, purchaſed 


their Places. 


